
 

27th Sunday of the Year  - 4th October 2026                 

                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Treacherous Vines 
 

This weekend’s readings continue the vineyard motif that we’ve seen over the last few Sundays. 
Both the First Reading and the Gospel present parables about vineyards that fail. In the former 
case, the vineyard yields only wild grapes despite the owner’s best efforts until, finally, he 
decides to give up on it. By contrast, the vineyard in Jesus’ parable seems fruitful enough in 
itself. But the owner’s tenants repeatedly and violently refuse to give him his due. When he 
sends his son to make one last desperate appeal, they kill him, hoping to seize the inheritance 
for themselves. So, ultimately, the owner has no choice but to put them to a “miserable death” 
in their turn and seek more dutiful tenants. 
 

On one level, we can read both parables as past history: warnings from God that generations of 
Jewish religious leaders sadly failed to heed. The chief priests and elders of Jesus’ day 
understood that he was presenting himself as the Son of God and themselves as the rebellious 
tenants. But the prospect of divine wrath didn’t stop them. They were so invested in their own 
self-righteousness that they went ahead and killed him anyway.        
 

But these parables also continue to be relevant for us. As Christians, we need to ask ourselves 
constantly if we’re living up to God’s expectation that we should be better tenants. The produce 
that God wants to see are the fruits that result from really keeping his two great 
commandments: to love him above all things; and to love each other as we love ourselves. Are 
we really giving God his due by loving him as we should, or are we mostly taking his love for 
granted? Are we really sharing fruitfully in his love for other people, or are we mostly loving 
ourselves? Will we learn from the mistakes of our ancestors, or doom ourselves by repeating 
them?    
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General Notices Around the Partnership  

Parish e-mail addresses:                                                                                         
stpatrick.consett@diocesehn.org.uk-                   stmarys.blackhill@diocesehn.org.uk.                       
St Patrick’s Consett Partnership - Sacrament of Reconciliation: St Patrick’s, Consett; Saturday 
after 10am Mass. Our Lady and St Joseph’s Brooms, Saturday’s before the 5.30pm Vigil Mass                                                                                                                                                      
Communion Visits: If anyone is aware of someone who is housebound and who would like to 
receive communion at home, please contact Fr Tom at St Mary’s 01207 502320                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Mobile Phones: Kind Request to please remember to put your mobile phones on silent when 
you are in church. Ring tones and messaging sounds disturb people who are trying to pray.    
RCIA / Journey in Faith: If you live in the Consett, Leadgate or Moorside areas and are thinking 
about becoming a Catholic, then weekly RCIA / Journey in Faith meetings are held on 
Thursdays at 6.30pm at St. Pius X Church, Moorside. Journey in Faith meetings are also helpful 
if you are already Catholic but just want to know more about your faith. Phone Sue McGee on 
07962022636 for more information.                                                                                                        
RCIA Journey in Faith: Blackhill and Shotley Bridge Area, the programme for St Mary’s and Our 
Lady of the Rosary will begin on Friday 9th October at 5pm in St Mary’s Presbytery. If you are 
thinking of becoming a Catholic or a Catholic wishing to learn more about their faith and 
would like to join the journey in faith programme please contact Fr Tom on 01207 502320.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Medjugorje - Queen of Peace Prayer Group: Rosary, Meditation and Peace Prayer. To be held 
in St Mary’s church on Wednesday 28th September at 6.15pm. All are welcome.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

SVP - West Pontop Partnership: The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) is here to offer 
friendship, support and companionship to those who may be feeling lonely, isolated, unwell or 
in need of a listening ear. If anyone is interested in joining the SVP, please contact 
07377259724,                                                                                                                                                                     
St Mary’s Fellowship (Special Needs Club):   We are a group providing social activities for those 
with additional needs within our parishes.   At present we are looking for volunteer drivers for 
our minibus  on a Friday evening on a rota basis.  To comply with insurance drivers need to be 
over 25 and under 70 years of age.  (DBS will be carried out) If this is something you would be 
interested in please contact us for more information.  Thank you.  Lisa 07807357820.     
Joanne 07740335788  
Friday Fellas: The next meeting of the Friday Fellas Men’s Group will be Friday October 30th. 
We meet at 6.30pm in the lounge of St. Patrick’s Church Hall. New members are always 
welcome.  
Religious Items: Statues, (no higher than 10ins), Rosaries, Prayer Books, Bibles etc. No 
Magnificat or day to day as they can’t be sent. I can collect 07340 922246 or leave at the back 
of Brooms or St Patrick’s churches.                                                                                                                 
Aid to the Church in Need: Be part of ACN’s first global advocacy campaign. Will you sign 
CAN’s petition to call on every country to uphold your right to believe as set out in article 18 of 
the ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’. Scan the QR code to take action. Urge 
governments to protect this fundamental freedom.                                                                                  
Calling all Christmas Knitters: We are hoping this Advent to distribute knitted baskets again 
which will contain a selection of religious novelties associated with the Christmas message. 
Please consider taking part in this project by taking a knitting pattern from church or from the 
parish office at St. Patrick’s. Please use any spare wool you may have (of any colour) to create 
the baskets. Thank you in advance!  



 

Trip to Heighly Gate Garden Centre: and Morpeth: on Wednesday 4th November. Please sign 
the form at the back of church. Cost £10 with a £5 non returnable deposit. Details of pick up to 
follow later. 

Events around the Partnership 

The Whistle Testers: In Blackhill Club on Friday October 9th for to raise funds for St Mary’s 
Restoration Fund. Bingo, Raffle Bar. Doors open at 6.30pm, starts at 7.30pm. Tickets £5.  
 

Minsteracres 

Midweek Lunches at Minsteracres Retreat Centre: If you’re passing by, why not treat yourself 
to a relaxed lunch in peaceful surroundings? Booking is essential—just visit our website or call 
the office if you’d like more information.                                                                                                                
The Medjugorje Centre N.E.: Has organised a retreat at Minsteracres from Friday 9th-Sunday 
11th October. Fr Martin Morris will be leading the retreat. Cost £205 with a deposit of £50 
required. There is a Saturday only programme which begins at 10am with Rosary followed by a 
talk. A coffee break at 11.10am followed by Mass at 12 Noon. Lunch at 1pm and free time 
until 3.30pm. Coffee at 4pm Rosary and a talk. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
confessions 5pm – 6.15pm. Evening meal at 6.30pm. Eucharistic Adoration and Sacrament of 
healing at 8pm.                                                                                                                                            
A Quiet Day at Minsteracres: Thursday 29th October 2026, 10am–4pm. When life is busy, it 
can be difficult to find time to stop, think and simply be. This Quiet Day at Minsteracres offers 
the opportunity to step away from everyday pressures and spend some time in peace and 
quiet. The day will provide space for personal prayer, reflection and contemplation, as well as 
the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful surroundings of Minsteracres. The day runs from 10am 
to 4pm and includes lunch and refreshments. Suggested donation: £45.                                                                                     
A Circle of Prayer at Minsteracres: Saturday 31st October 2026, 10am–4pm. Prayer does not 
always have to be about sitting still or finding the right words. This special day with Joyce 
McAndrew brings together music, gentle movement, reflective readings and prayer to create a 
different way of spending time with God. You may come away feeling refreshed, more 
peaceful and with a new way of approaching prayer. The day runs from 10am to 4pm and 
includes lunch and refreshments. Suggested donation: £45. For more information or to book: 
01434 673 248 

St Mary’s News       

Collections: This Week – CAFOD Family Fast Day              Next week – SVP                                              
Lately Deceased: Rose Corrigan and Brian Stobbs. Please pray for them and their families at 
this sad time.                                                                                                                                                                                          
Legion of Mary: Will say the Holy Rosary and Legion prayers on Tuesday evenings at 6pm.                                                                                                                                         
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Private Prayer: on Thursday after the 10.00am Mass.                                                                                                                                              
RCIA Journey in Faith: The programme for St Mary’s and Our Lady of the Rosary will begin in 
October. If you are thinking of becoming a Catholic or a Catholic wishing to learn more about 
their faith and would like to join the journey in faith programme please contact Fr Tom on 
01207 502320.                                                                                                                                                                     
First Holy Communion’s: If you have a child who does not go to St Mary’s school and would 
like them to join the communion programme please contact Collette. The programme begins 
in October with the 1st parents meeting held in St Mary’s church on 8th October at 6.30pm.    



 

Thank You: to all who supported Saturday night’s ‘Rat Pack Night’. A grand total of £1370 was 
raised for K.K.C. We also had a tombola which raised £200 for M.N.D. A great night had by all. 
Thank you.260 Club September Winners: £20 (68) K Holden,  £10 (141) F Bell,  £10 (8) I Clarke,  
£10 (40) M Robins. Thank you for your support. New members needed.                                                                                                                                                                                   
JFK Church Hall:  The Hall (JFK Centre) is available for hire, contact Isobel English for any 
bookings on 07818 559241. Please check the notice board for details of new groups in the hall.     
Christmas Fayre@ Saturday 7th November at the Kennedy Care Centre 12.30 until 4.00pm. 
Assorted tables, tombola, raffle, bottle bag, cake stall, refreshments all proceeds for St Mary’s 
Restoration Fund.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

St Patrick’s News                                                                                                                                                

Collections: This Week – CAFOD Family fast day              

Card Donation Portal: We have a Card Portal Contactless or Chip & Pin Terminal at the back of 

the church. This will allow you to swipe your card donating your chosen amount. You can even 

Gift Aid your Donation. The portal accepts all major cards and is user friendly and secure.            

St Patrick’s Hall Tea on Tuesday: Come along and join us on Tuesday 6th October at 2.00pm in 

St. Patrick’s Church Hall for Tea, Coffee and Cake bring your friends and family too.                                                                                                              

Children's Liturgy: The next Children's Liturgy takes place on Sunday 4th October                          

Christmas Fayre: Our Christmas Fayre will be held on 21st November from 1pm. We are looking 

for donations of Bottles of Wines & Spirits, Tombola Prizes (no bric a brac required). 

 

Brooms - Our Lady and St Joseph’s News 

Collections: This Week – CAFOD Family Fast Day               
The recent collection for St. Vincent Dr Paul realised £160. Thank you for your 

generosity.                                                                                                                                                         
St. Ives Mass. The next Mass at St. Ives Church in Leadgate will be at 10am on Thursday 22nd 
October. All are welcome.                                                                                                                                                   
Thank you: The family of the late Alan Fairhurst would like to thank everyone who contributed 
to the collection at Alan's funeral, which realised £220 for Broom's Church funds. 
People's Kitchen: Thank you for your continued donations of coppers and small change which 
is forwarded to the People's Kitchen in  Newcastle. Your donations can be deposited in the 
named tin at the back of the church. 
Toddler Group: Brooms School Toddler Group will operate every Wednesday from 9.10am in 
term time. Everyone is welcome.        
Cemetery Fund: The annual collection for the upkeep of Brooms Cemetery raised £1,045. 
Thank you for your generous donations.    

               St Pius News     

Collections: This Week – CAFOD Family Fast Day                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Exposition on Wednesday: Commences at 5.45pm until further notice.  
Holy Rosary hour: Will be held on Monday 26th October at 6.00pm.       

Our Lady of the Rosary News  

Collections: This week - CAFOD                             Next week - SVP          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

ANNIVERSARIES  

St Mary’s:  Philip Murray, John Storey, Marjorie Carey, Richard benedict Breslin, Mathew 

Storey, Lenny Guy, Malcolm McAloon, Catherine Norton, Hilda McCusker, Hugh Toner,  

Lily Clifford, Louise Chivers, Rose Ellen Cullerton, Ian Stuart Waites, Rose McCarte, Alan Clare, 

Mary Clarke, Jean Lawrie, Barbara Clifford, Kathleen Blakey, Jean McArdle. 

Our Lady of the Rosary:  John Wilfred Smith, David Bradley, Neil McKie (snr), Desmond 

McNally, Alice Bell, Bill Storey, Jenny Clark, John Jack Walker 

St. Patrick’s: Madge Davis, Richard Harrop, Nancy McCourt, Mary Hogg, John Andrew Boyle, 

Hannah Conney, Michael Slee, John Lee, Annie Rowell, Terry Carr, Jane Pratt, Terence Sewell, 

Maria Rodrigues, Horace George Burr, Marie Rafferty, Michael Byrne, Joseph McKenna,  

Mary Wilson, Philomena Lee, David Webb, Margaret Alice Bowman, Joan Richardson,  

James Kenneth Makin, Kathleen James, Robert Young 

St Pius: Martha Bushby, Alvena Murphy, Sylvia Patricia Merton, Davidson Paull, 

Bryan Sewell 

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Michael Richardson, Owen Clark, Madge Price, Joseph Christopher 

Fountain, Richard O’Connor, Rose Callaghan, Jack Shannon, Austin Fail, Ann Gill,           

Rosemary Naylor, Marie Hughes, Brian Farley, Anne Moore, John Watson. 

 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISHES 

We keep in our prayers  

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Amelia Burns, Ethan White, James Thomas English,  

Eileen Fannon, Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Maddy Kennedy,  Mark Adams, Jack Nugent, 

Donna Philips, Julianne Kennedy, Jimmy McGuigan, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles,        

Philip Robinson, Peter Doherty, Jakob English, Katelyn Howe, Ann Hester, Cecelia Moore,   

David Urwin, Barbara Bennison, Molly Glancy, Ian Clarke, Joseph Parisi, Teresa Easton,   

Kathleen Bowman, Teresa Kelly, Roman Lawson (Aged 8), Michael Rogan, Fiona Bell,  

Simon Peter.                                                                                                                                                                  

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker.   

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Cheryl Reily, Judith Hindmarsh,  

Sienna Jane McNestry, Joan O’Keefe, Joan Wilson, Alan McCullagh, Terry Maguire,  

Katrina Tuckwell, Winnie Agnew, Vincenza Hogg.            

St Pius:  Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly, Rita Daly, Paul Hunt,      

Danny Morton, Jade Telford, Muriel Steele, Ethan O’Neil. 

 



 

 

Partnership Prayer  

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace,                                                                         

pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.  

As we build on the deep foundations of faith                                                                                

laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede                                                                                  

may our Partnerships continue the mission 

of building your Kingdom on the earth:                                                                                     

to give living witness to your love, 

and to your compassion and hope for our world. 

We pray in trustful confidence that your power working in us                                                                                                                                      

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.                                                             

Who live and reign forever and ever.   Amen’                                                                           

Prayer for Spiritual Communion    

My Jesus I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament, I love you 

above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you, never 

permit me to be separated from you.  Amen’                                                                                        

A Prayer for Peace by Pope John Paul II                   

Hear my voice, for it is the voice of the victims of all wars and violence                           

among individuals and nations. 

Hear my voice, for it is the voice of all children who suffer and will suffer                                        

when people put their faith in weapons and war. 

Hear my voice when I beg you to install into the hearts of all human beings                                          

the wisdom of peace, the strength of justice, and the joy of fellowship. 

Hear my voice, for I speak for the multitudes in every country                                           

and in every period of history who do not want war are ready to walk the road 

of peace. 

Hear my voice and grant insight and strength so that we may always respond                                               

to hatred with love, to injustice with total dedication to justice,                                              

to need with the sharing of self, to war with peace.      

O God, hear my voice and grant unto the world Your everlasting peace. Amen’ 

                                   

 


