14th Sunday of the Year - 6th July 2025
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Jesus returns to Nazareth

In today’s Gospel we encounter the story of Jesus returning to Nazareth, where he had grown
up. He began teaching in the synagogue, and his fellow villagers were astonished by his
wisdom. However, their familiarity with him, led to disbelief. They said, “Isn’t this the son of
the carpenter and Mary? Where does he get all this wisdom?” (Mark 6:3).

Here are some key points upon reflection of this Gospel passage:

Knowing vs. Recognising: There’s a difference between knowing someone and truly recognising
them. The villagers knew Jesus, but failed to recognise his uniqueness. Sometimes, we think
we know a lot about a person based on external factors, but that superficial knowledge
doesn’t reveal the person’s true essence.

The Danger of Prejudice and Habit: The villagers allowed their convenience of habit and their
prejudices to cloud their perception of Jesus. When we cling to our own ideas and refuse to be
open to what is new, we miss out on God’s surprises.

Faith and Amazement: Faith should be open to God’s surprises. Without amazement, it
becomes a monotonous routine. Let’s avoid reducing our relationship with Jesus to mere
repetition; instead, let’s remain open to his transformative presence.

Remember, faith invites us to be open, amazed, and willing to encounter God in unexpected
ways. Let’s strive to recognise Jesus beyond our preconceptions, and allow his wisdom to
transform our lives!

Fr Tom McHale Fr John Bagnall
(except Monday) (except Wednesday)
01207 - 502320 01207 - 502196

Deacon Chris Callan Deacon Shaun McGee Deacon David Westgarth



General Notices Around the Partnership

Partnership - Sacrament of Reconciliation: St Patrick’s, Consett; Saturday after 10am Mass. Our
Lady and St Joseph’s Brooms on Saturday’s before the 5.30pm Vigil Mass 4.45pm-5.15pm.

Communion Visits: If anyone is aware of someone who is housebound and who would like to
receive communion at home, please contact Fr Tom at St Mary’s 01207 502196 or Fr John at
St Patrick’s 01207 502320 to arrange this.

Holy Island: Saturday 19th July 2025. There are still places available for our annual trip to Holy
Island, with an hour or two stop off at Seahouses for fish and chips. shopping or a visit to the
local. The cost is £15 per adult/£5 Child. Envelopes are available at the back of St Patrick’s and
St Mary’s. Please ensure that you pay as soon as you book a place to ensure that we have
enough money to pay for the bus, or if already booked and are not able to go please let Isobel
or the parish office know as soon as possible. Because of late time crossings we have added in
another stop before the crossing. The following times have been arranged for pick ups and a
list of names for the buses will be put on the notice boards beforehand.

(Bus 1) Consett - John Street pick up 9.00am.

(Bus 2) Blackhill - St Mary’s. 9.00am.

(Bus 3) Stanley- St Joseph’s at 8.05. Leadgate- Front Street 8.20.

Consett -John_Street 8.40, Moorside — St Pius 8.50, Blackhill — St Mary’s 9.00am.
9.10am — Shotley Bridge.

Ways of Praying - Thursday Evenings: Join us at St. Pius X as we explore ‘Ways of Praying’ with
Fr. Stephen Wang. These are a series of 12 videos and discussions giving practical wisdom and
spiritual encouragement from Fr Stephen to help you grow closer to God. These sessions will
guide you in deepening your prayer life and strengthening your faith. They follow on from the
acclaimed Sycamore videos. Doors open at 6:30pm with time available for private prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament from 6:45pm. Tea and Coffee from 7:10pm. Evening ends approx
8.30pm. If you want to know more contact Deacon Shaun at shaun.mcgee@diocesehn.org.uk

Men's Social Group The idea of a men’s social group in the Consett/Blackhill/Leadgate area of
Pontop Partnership has been spoken about for some time. The lounge of St. Patrick’s Hall,
Consett would be available for monthly evening meetings where we could have quiz nights,
listen to interesting guest speakers, perhaps a BBQ night or just to get together in fellowship. If
you would be interested, please let Fr. John or Fr. Tom know. Maybe we could call ourselves
‘The Friday Fellas’?

Monday Film Matinee. The Monday Matinee is back! There will be a free screening of the film
‘The Way’ at 2pm on Monday 14™ July in the upstairs room of St. Patrick’s Church Hall. This
moving and uplifting film stars Martin Sheen. It is the story of Tom, an American doctor, who
comes to France to collect the remains of his adult son who perished while walking the Camino
pilgrimage (The Way of St. James.) Tom decides to embark on this pilgrimage to Spain. While
walking he meets others from around the world who are looking for greater meaning in their
lives. All are welcome to th|s free event and refreshments will be served.

Dear Parents and Carers As many of our families will be aware, this year is a special year
within the Catholic church as it has been decreed as a Jubilee Year. The focus for the Jubilee
Year is Pilgrims of Hope and we are encouraged to explore the themes of forgiveness,
reconciliation and pilgrimage.
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One way schools are being encouraged to engage with the themes of the Jubilee Year is to
reflect on their school’s mission statement and | am pleased to share with you some of the
important work we have completed as a school community to do this.

This Jubilee Year has given us the opportunity to prayerfully consider what it means to be a
Catholic school in today’s world. As a result, we have developed a refreshed set of Core Values
that will guide everything we do at St. Bede’s — from the way we learn and teach, to how we
treat one another and serve our wider community.

These Core Values now form our mission statement. We have worked with students and staff
to create these values and sought to use both a mnemonic ST BEDE and carefully chosen
wording so our values are accessible and memorable for all in our community.

These values are rooted in the Gospel and are reflected in our new St. Bede’s School Prayer,
written by members of our school community and to be used regularly in prayer and worship.
Tea on Tuesday: Will be taking a break for July and August and will resume on Tuesday
September 2nd.

St Patrick’s Hall - Lunch Club Lunch to be held on Monday 14th July 12 noon at a cost of £4 for
the meal there will be bingo and a raffle too. Limited seats available. Contact the Hall Number
on 07517 929658 to book.

Around the Diocese

Diocesan Education Mass: School Directors and Governors are invited to attend a Mass of
Thanksgiving for their dedication and service to Catholic education. The Mass will be at
6.30pm on Thursday 10" July at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle and will be celebrated by
Bishop Stephen. Details are on the attached poster.

Day of Reflection for Readers: Led by Fr Paul Jenkins on Saturday 12th July 2025,

Times: 10.30am-3.00pm - arrivals, registration and refreshments from 10.00am

Location: St Hilda’s Diocesan Resource Centre, West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 7PY
Cost: £15.00 per person. This Day of Reflection can be self-funded or funded via the parish,
which can be indicated at the time of booking. Below is the link to the online booking form to
share with others in your parish newsletter if possible. | have also attached to this email a

paper booking form, and posters for display.https://forms.office.com/e/sruUxAzAfF

Family and Group Stays at Castlerigg Manor This August: Castlerigg Manor is a Retreat Centre
in the Lake District, owned by the Diocese of Lancaster, and this summer they are opening
their doors to family groups, individuals and other small groups. A good option for anyone
looking for a budget get-away in a beautiful part of the country. Book at
https://castleriggmanor.com/open/ or contact director@castleriggmanor.co.uk

St Mary’s News
Collections: This week — Lay Training Fund Next week - Sea Sunday (Stella Maris)

The Sanctuary Candle: will burn ‘In Loving Memory of Gerrard and Joanne Storey.’

Legion of Mary: will say the Holy Rosary and Legion prayers on Tuesday evenings at 6pm
Memorial Stones: Anyone wishing to purchase a Memorial Stone in memory of a loved one at
a cost of £85 can pick up a form from the back of the church and give it to Joe Anderson or
hand it into St Mary’s Office.

Summer Fete: will take place on Sunday July 27th beginning at 1pm. There is a box at the back
of church for gifts of items for tombola, bottles, cuddly toys, books, toys and cakes, no jumble.
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We really need volunteers to help on the day and the week before the Sunday.
Men in Black: Men in Black show on Saturday August 16" in the JFK Centre. Tickets £5. Bingo,
Raffle, Refreshments and Bar. Doors open at 6.30pm

St Patrick’s News
Collections: This week — Lay Training Fund Next week - Sea Sunday (Stella Maris)

Recently Deceased: Michael McVey, Please pray for him and his family at this sad time.
Children's Liturgy: The Children's Liturgy takes place at St Patrick's on the first Sunday of each
month. This is for any children of primary school age, if you or your child may be interested in
attending the liturgy, please come along (parents are very welcome to come and accompany
their child). The next children's liturgy will take place on Sunday 6th July. The liturgy will take
a break over the summer holiday and return in September. Thank you to those who support
and lead the liturgy.

Sunday Missals: Would the parishioners who ordered the new Sunday Missal please collect

them from the Piety Stall asap. The cost is £16. Thank you
300 Club Winners for June: £20. No. 149. John Rodgers £15. No. 64. Fiona Bell
£10. No. 176. Josie McMenamin £10. No. 11. Joan Wilson

Brooms - Our Lady and St Joseph’s News
Collections: This week — Lay Training Fund Next week - Sea Sunday (Stella Maris)

Collections: The collection for Peter's Pence raised £140, thank you for your generosity.

People's Kitchen: Thank you for your continued donations of coppers and small change which
is forwarded to the People's Kitchen in Newcastle. Your donations can be deposited in the
named tin at the back of the church. A recent thank you letter can be found on the notice
board at the back of church.

Nursery/Reception: Places are still available for children aged 3 years in our nursery provision
and for nursery and reception for September 2025. Please spread the word, visits are very
welcome, please contact the school for further information and to arrange a visit on 01207
503979.

NHS Big Tea Event: Brooms School are holding a Tea/Coffee Afternoon on Monday 7th July
2025 at 2.30pm in aid of the NHS. All parishioners, families and community are very welcome.
Toddler Group: Brooms School Toddler Group will operate every Wednesday in term time
from 9.15am - 10.30am. Refreshments will be provided for a small donation but there will be
no charge to attend. All are welcome.

St Pius News

Collections: This week — Lay Training Fund Next week - Sea Sunday (Stella Maris)
Holy Rosary Hour: The next one will be held on Monday 28th July at 6pm.
Benediction and Evening Prayer: Wednesday evenings 5.45pm - 6.45pm

Our Lady of the Rosary News
Collections: This week — Lay Training Fund Next week - Sea Sunday (Stella Maris)



ANNIVERSARIES

St Mary’s: Thomas Ross, Olwyn Crowther, Mary McArdle, Michael Murray, Robert Farrell,
John Noel O’Brien, John Athey, David Wainwright, Sister Bernarde, Hazel Richardson,

David Oliver, Irene Mary McDonald, Robert Eccles, John Carney, Thomas Seaton, Helen Swan,
James McKenna, Nellie Lynch, Esme Winch, Irene Worrall, Mary Ward, Patrick O’'Hanlon.

Our Lady of the Rosary: James Dixon, Gerry Corr, Larry McKie, Ellen Clifford, David Barron,
Vincent Robson.

St. Patrick’s: James Crozier Snr, Josephine Darroch, Maurice Byrne, Mary Hannant,

Mary McArdle(Burns( Bernadette McGurk, Peter Harpin, Rita Hughes, John Crawley,

Anthony Bough, Ann Dickinson, Malcolm Wright, Joanne Storey, Andrew Rowlands, John Bell,
Marjorie Whitton, Elizabeth Carr, Mary Innes, Vincent Vallely, Thomas Williamson,

Hugh Thompson, Veronica Naisbett, Elizabeth Anne Greer, Charles Smith, Fred McAloon,
Ruth Arnstrong, Ronald Birkett.

St Pius: Elsie Hughes, Richard Pinkney, Janet Dorothy Thompson, George Whales.

QOur Lady & St Joseph'’s: June Williamson, Catherine Williamson, Paul Richardson, Teresa Toole,
Peter Grogan, Billy White, Patricia McCabe, Richard Manley-Reeves, Rosa Rigby.

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISHES
We keep in our prayers

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Kieran Richard Atkinson, Amelia Burns, Ethan White,
James Thomas English, Eileen Fannon, Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Maddy Kennedy,
Mark Adams, Jack Nugent, Donna Philips, Julianne Kennedy, Eileen Haughey, David Oliver,
Jimmy McGuigan, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, Philip Robinson, Audrey Johnson,
Peter Doherty, Jakob English, Katelyn Howe, Ann Hester, Fiona Bell, Cecelia Moore, David
Urwin, Barbara Bennison, Eileen Dunstan, Molly Glancy, lan Clarke, John McDonald.

Our Lady of the Rosary: James Baker.

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Cheryl Reily, Judith Hindmarsh,
Andrew Bates, Jean Walls, Sienna Jane McNestry, Joan O’Keefe, Joan Wilson, Alan McCullagh.

St Pius: Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly, Rita Daly, Paul Hunt,
Danny Morton, Robert Nixon Jr, Jade Telford, Muriel Steele, Ethan O’Neil.



Partnership Prayer

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace,
pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.
As we build on the deep foundations of faith
laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands,
by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede
may our Partnerships continue the mission
of building your Kingdom on the earth:
to give living witness to your love,
and to your compassion and hope for our world.
We pray in trustful confidence that your power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Who live and reign forever and ever. Amen’

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

My Jesus | believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament, | love you
above all things and | desire to receive you into my soul. Since | cannot at this
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. |
embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you, never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen’

A Prayer for Peace by Pope John Paul Il

Hear my voice, for it is the voice of the victims of all wars and violence
among individuals and nations.

Hear my voice, for it is the voice of all children who suffer and will suffer
when people put their faith in weapons and war.

Hear my voice when | beg you to install into the hearts of all human beings
the wisdom of peace, the strength of justice, and the joy of fellowship.

Hear my voice, for | speak for the multitudes in every country
and in every period of history who do not want war are ready to walk the road
of peace.

Hear my voice and grant insight and strength so that we may always respond
to hatred with love, to injustice with total dedication to justice,
to need with the sharing of self, to war with peace.

O God, hear my voice and grant unto the world Your everlasting peace. Amen’




