
3rd Sunday of the Year - Year A - 22nd January 2023

Are you being called?

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus is seen as the light of the nations and the fulfilment of Hebrew

Testament prophecies.

After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus moves to his home province where he will begin his

public life and fulfil the prophesy which tells us that the light of the nations is to be found in

Galilee. It is here that Jesus begins his preaching telling those who will listen to repent for the

kingdom of heaven is near.

He calls his first partners to participate in his work. They are not learned men or men with

influence, just humble fisherman who leave everything to follow Jesus. They saw the gaze on

the face of Jesus and it led them to leave their livelihood behind, they moved forward by

placing their total trust in Jesus. These men answered the call to be missionary disciples. Peter

was one of the first to answer this call and it is the same call we are hearing today from his

successor Pope Francis in our world today. For us, as it was for those first disciples, it is our

response to being called that is important, are we prepared to take on board some of the

challenges that face us today and work to bring the kingdom of heaven closer. It has not yet

arrived. There is still much to be done – right here where we live, in our homes, parish,

partnership and our diocese.

At this time of year when we make resolutions or promises to ourselves to try and achieve

what we want to achieve, maybe we should also think about what we can do for others by

answering the call of the gospel.
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General Notices Around the Partnership

Obligation to Attend Sunday Mass: We understand that there will still be some members of our

congregations who, for reasons of health, do not feel safe enough to return to Mass. It has

always been the understanding of the church that when the freedom of any Catholic to attend

Mass in person is impeded for a serious reason, because of situations such as ill health, care

for the sick or legitimate fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation.

Hospital Chaplain: Fr Paul Tully,  tel: 01388 818544/ 0191 3332183. Please telephone the

chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit.

Mass Intentions: Please book Mass Intentions well in advance as we are currently fully booked

in all parishes for the next two months.  Thank you.

Consultation on Admissions Arrangements for St Bede's Catholic School and Sixth Form

College, Lanchester, 2024-25: Schools in the Diocese are proposing some changes to their

admissions arrangements for 2024-25. Where changes to admissions arrangements are

intended, all schools are required to consult before these are determined and published. The

proposed policies for 2024-25 can be found in the policy section of the school website. The

consultation period will run until 27 January 2023.

Spain Pilgrimage 15th - 19th May 2023: Our Partnership Spain Pilgrimage is due for payment

by 20th February 2023. Payments can be made by card to the Pilgrimage company direct.

Please contact Wendy at St Patrick's on 01207 502196 (Monday, Thursday and Friday) for

further details.

Memorial Mass St Patrick's, St Pius, Our Lady & St Joseph (Brooms): We are having a Memorial

Mass on 28th January held at St Patrick’s Consett at 10am. This Mass is in Memory of loved

ones who died from August 2021 to  October 2022. Refreshements will be served afterwards in

the Hall Lounge.

Parish Boundaries: The Diocesan Boundaries Committee has made its recommendations with

regards to the boundaries for each parish in the Diocese and Bishop Robert has now issued the

decrees establishing these boundaries. Please find the decree and map posted on the notice

board at the back of the church. If you wish you can check the new boundary maps online on

the link as follows https://diocesehn.org.uk/parishes-partnerships/parish-boundaries

Around The Diocese

Is God calling you to be a Priest? The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an overnight

retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priesthood. Date Friday

3rd March 2023 5.00pm to Saturday 4th March 2023 (after lunch) Place Emmaus Youth Village

Pemberton Rd, Allensford, Consett DH8 9BA Cost £50 (including all meals and ensuite

accommodation) Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place or for more

information: Email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk Telephone 01670 812 200 Bookings

to be made by Thursday 16th February.

https://diocesehn.org.uk/parishes-partnerships/parish-boundaries


The Diocese Liturgy Team: are beginning 2023 with a course for those wishing to be

commissioned as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. The course begins on Tuesday

31st January, with further information below. The training will take place at St Aidan's, Benton,

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 8AD. Session 1: Tuesday 31 January (Evening session) 7.00 –

9.00pm.  Session 2: Tuesday 7 February (Evening session) 7.00 – 9.00pm.  Session 3: Saturday

11 February (Day session) 10.30am – 3.30pm. Participants to bring their own packed lunch for

the day event, tea and coffee provided. NB. The Saturday session ends with a Mass of

Commissioning at 3.00pm. Cost: £15 per participant.

St. Mary’s News

Collections:  This week - S.V.P. Next week - Flower Donations

Legion of Mary: Will say the Rosary and Legion Prayers on Tuesday Evenings at 6pm.

Communion Visits: If anyone is aware of someone who is housebound since the lockdown, and

who would like to receive Communion at home, please contact Fr. Tom to arrange this.

Sanctuary Candle: If you would like the candle to burn in memory of a loved one please ontact

the office. The Candle this week will burn In ‘Loving Memory’ of Mary Nisbet (nee McCusker)

Gift Aid: If you contribute to the church as a gift aider your yearly letter from the Diocese can

be picked up at the back of church or from the Parish Office   Tuesday – Friday 10am-2pm.

Many thanks for your contributions.

300 Club: a big thank you to all who supported the 300 club in 2022. 2023 subscriptions are

now due and Jimmy will be collecting subs after Masses over the next few weekends. New

members are urgently needed. Cost £12 a year per number. Cheques payable to  ‘St Mary’s’.

Thank you: to all who took part in the light a light on Christmas tree for a loved one. £479 was

collected.    Many thanks. Joan Devanney.

St Patrick’s News

Collection:  This week - Social and Welfare

Divine Mercy Devotions: The Divine Mercy Devotions are held every Thursday at 3pm.

People’s Kitchen: The People’s Kitchen supports homeless and vulnerable people and helps

fight hunger and loneliness for locals in need. Your donations can be deposited in the cream

urn at the back of the church.

Help needed! Due to the extremely cold weather the Church Benches did not get varnished we

will appeal for help when the weather gets a little warmer.

Warm Space St Patrick’s Hall: Every Tuesday 10.30am - 12.30pm we are offering a warm space

in the Hall Lounge where we will be offering refreshments.

Our Lady and St Joseph’s News

Collection: This week - Cemetery Fund

Collections: Thank you on behalf of the People's Kitchen in Newcastle for the retiring collection

last week which raised £113. Your generous support is much appreciated.



Collection: Last weeks retiring collection in aid of Brooms cemetery realised £117. Thank you

for your generosity.

People's Kitchen: Thank you for your continued donations of coppers and small change which

is forwarded to the People's Kitchen in Newcastle. Your donations can be deposited in the

named tin at the back of church. During last week another £150 was sent to the charity,

making a total donated so far £1,350. Thank you for your support.

St Pius X News

Collection:  This week - Flowers

Recently Deceased: Billy Glasgow, please pray for him and his family at this sad time.

Benediction and Evening Prayer: Wednesday evenings 5.45 - 6.45pm

Holy Rosary Hour:  Monday 30th January at 6pm

Holy Rosary will be said in church on Wednesdays at 10.00am

Consultation on Admissions Arrangements for St Pius X Catholic School, The Grove, 2024-25:

Schools in the Diocese are proposing some changes to their admissions arrangements for

2024-25. Where changes to admissions arrangements are intended, all schools are required to

consult before these are determined and published. A copy has been placed on the

noticeboard at St. Pius X Church, Moorside. The consultation period will run from 5 December

2022 to 27 January 2023. A consultation response form is available by request from the school,

if you wish to submit comments for consideration.

Our Lady of the Rosary News

Collections: This week - S.V.P.

Mass on Tuesday: will be celebrated at Our Lady of the Rosary at 10.00am on the first Tuesday

of the month beginning on 7th February, followed by a coffee morning in the hall.

Gift Aid: If you contribute to the church as a gift aider your yearly letter from the Diocese can

be picked up at the back of St Mary’s church or from the Parish Office Tuesday – Friday 10am –

2pm. Many thanks for your contributions.

Church flowers for 2022: The opening balance was £20.50. Donations were £153.50. The

Expenditure was £155.00 leaving a balance of £19.00. Thank you to all who contributed and

hopefully the arrangements were appreciated.



ANNIVERSARIES

St Mary’s: Dominik Parebski Margaret Rogan Edward Malpass Eileen Turner,
William Austin Cheeseman, Celia Bell, Anne McGeary, Patricia Cassidy,
Margaret Ann Corr, Jenny Quinn, Joseph McGuigan, Margaret McElhone, Eddie
Clark, Isabelle McArdle, Joan Margaret Quinn, Mary (Millie) Meegan, Patrick
Christopher Riggs, Melvin Gales, Edward Joyce, Joseph Bell, Carol Rose Jackson

St. Patrick’s: Joseph Hughes, Kathleen Winter, Veronica Sheekey, Alice Dyer,
James McCourt, Michael Glancy, Paul Testo, Frederick Panting, Mary Wass,
Joe Hegarty, Paul McCourt, Jennifer Enne, Louisa Maughan, Cathy Panting,
Joseph Butler, Mary Elizabeth Ridley, Mary Whitfield, Margaret Carter,
Margaret (McNally) Million, Colin Gibson, John O’Hanlon, Mary Curran,
Anne McInnes, Winifred Callon, Barbara Ann Quinn, Margaret Thompson,
Barbara Raw.

St Pius: Doreen Atherton, Dennis Kennedy, Pauline Pearson and Ted Wilson.

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Edward Grogan, Anthony Fountain, Joseph Liddel Snr.
Gerard McCabe, Doreen Peveller, Thomas Williamson.

Our Lady of the Rosary: Margaret Mary Nicholson, Elizabeth Bowery,
Mark Bradley, Michael Healey, Terry Bowery, Maureen McKie, William Hannah,
Michael Baker, Fr. James Burke.

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISHES

We keep in our prayers

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Kieran Richard Atkinson, Amelia Burns,
Ethan White, James Thomas English, David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon, Mary Barnes,
Arron Armstrong, Freya Simpson, Maddy Kennedy,  Mark Adams, Jack Nugent,
Donna Philips, Tom Slane, Julianne Kennedy, Eileen Haughey, David Oliver,
Jimmy McGuigan, Catherine Hester, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles,
John Ross, Simon Quinn, Philip Robinson, Audrey Johnson, Ged Hester,
Terry Curran, Peter Doherty, Jakob English, Catelyn Howe.

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker.

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Martin Rogan, Cheryl
Reilly, Judith Hindmarsh, Nora Robson, Geraldine Donnelly,  Andrew Bates,
Patrick Lynch, Jean Walls, Seamus Doran, Gerard Harpin.

St Pius: Ivy Agnew, Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly,
Rita Daly, Derek Hicks, Paul Hunt, Joan McGee, Danny Morton, Robert Nixon
Jr., Charlie O'Donnell,  Jade Telford, Keith Elliott.

Our Lady and St Joseph’s: Sue Robertson, Elizabeth Foreman.



Pope Francis – For The Ukraine

O God, In this time of violence. We call on you to draw near.

Draw near to the people of Ukraine.

Draw near to the terrified children.

Draw near to the terrified parents.

Draw near to those who have nowhere to go.

Draw near to the elderly, the infirm,

the disabled, the displaced, the orphans.

Draw near to the caregivers and aid workers

Draw near to the helpers.

Draw near. Draw near. Draw near.

In this time of violence-Draw near.

Jesus taught us that the diabolical evil of violence

is answered with the weapons of God, with prayer and fasting.

May the Queen of Peace preserve the world from the madness of war.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

My Jesus I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament, I love you

above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this

moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I

embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you, never

permit me to be separated from you.  Amen.’

Partnership Prayer

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace,

pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.

As we build on the deep foundations of faith

laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands,

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede

may our Partnerships continue the mission

of building your Kingdom on the earth: to give living witness to your love,

and to your compassion and hope for our world.

We pray in trustful confidence that your power working in us

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Who live and reign forever and ever.

Amen


