
 4th Sunday of Advent  - Year C  - 19th December 2021 

 Faith in Ac�on 

 As  we  approach  the  great  celebra�on  of  Christmas,  this  weekend’s  readings  remind  us  that 
 true  faith  is  about  more  than  what  we  believe  with  our  minds.  We  must  also  be  ready  to  put 
 our  beliefs  into  prac�ce  without  coun�ng  the  cost.  Our  Second  Reading  from  the  Le�er  to  the 
 Hebrews  reminds  us  that  token  sacrifices  aren’t  enough.  God  wants  us  to  open  our  hearts  fully 
 to  his  will  and  to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  express  real  love  for  him  and  for  each  other.  This  was 
 the  kind  of  sacrifice  that  Jesus  himself  made  on  the  cross  in  order  to  save  the  whole  of 
 humanity from sin and death. 

 Our  First  Reading  is  taken  from  one  of  Micah’s  prophecies  about  the  Messiah.  In  retrospect,  we 
 can  see  that  Jesus  was  the  fulfilment  of  this  text.  But  our  Gospel  Reading  reminds  us  that, 
 before  that  could  happen,  Mary  had  to  make  an  incredibly  brave  decision.  She  had  to  place 
 absolute  trust  in  God  by  accep�ng  a  pregnancy  that,  in  her  �me  and  culture,  could  have  cost 
 her  everything.  Her  cousin  Elizabeth  praises  her  act  of  supreme  faith.  The  Bible  tells  us  that 
 Joseph,  too,  had  to  take  a  leap  of  faith  and  to  make  some  difficult  choices  so  that  Jesus  could 
 fulfil the Messianic prophecies and be recognised as a descendent of King David. 

 Like  the  three  members  of  the  Holy  Family,  we  all  have  our  own  part  to  play  in  God’s  great  plan 
 of  salva�on.  But,  in  order  to  succeed,  we  must  share  their  willingness  to  back  up  their  faith 
 with  powerful  acts  of  love.  Whatever  we  need  to  sacrifice  now,  God  will  ensure  that  the 
 ul�mate rewards—for everyone concerned—will be far greater. 

 Fr Tom McHale 
 (except Monday) 

 Fr John Bagnall 
 (except Wednesday) 

 502320  502196 

 Deacon David Westgarth  Deacon Shaun McGee  Deacon Chris Callan 



 GENERAL NOTICES AROUND THE PARTNERSHIP 
 Happy  Christmas  !  Fr.  John,  Fr.  Tom  and  our  deacons  would  like  to  wish  all  our  parishioners  and 
 their  loved  ones  a  very  happy  and  blessed  Christmas.  As  always,  we  are  very  conscious  at  this 
 �me  of  year  about  the  incredible  amount  of  help  and  support  we  get  from  so  many  dedicated 
 volunteers.  For  the  last  eighteen  months,  we  have  relied  heavily  on  our  teams  of  stewards, 
 cleaners  and  booking  assistants  in  order  to  have  regular  Church  services  at  all  in  this  area.  And 
 so,  we  all  owe  them  a  huge  debt  of  thanks.  We’d  like  to  thank,  as  well,  those  who  help  us  with 
 parish  administra�on  and  those  who  have  resumed  various  other  ministries  and  volunteer 
 roles  including,  but  not  limited  to:  readers;  altar  servers;  Eucharis�c  ministers;  catechists; 
 musicians;  and  members  of  our  choirs.  A  special  thank  you  to  those  who  have  decorated  our 
 churches  for  the  Christmas  celebra�ons  and  to  those  who  have  so  generously  supported  Love 
 Christmas and other charitable endeavours this year. May God bless you all! 
 Booking  for  Christmas  Masses  :  The  6pm  Vigil  Masses  at  St.  Patrick’s  and  St.  Mary’s  are  now 
 fully  booked,  as  is  the  Christmas  morning  Mass  at  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary.  There  are  s�ll  a  few 
 places  available  for  the  8pm  Masses  at  Brooms  and  St.  Pius’.  Finally,  there  are  s�ll  a  good 
 number  of  open  places  for  the  Midnight  Mass  at  St.  Mary’s  and  the  Christmas  morning  Mass  at 
 St.  Patrick’s.  It  is  now  possible  to  book  by  calling  07907369233  at  the  normal  booking  �mes 
 between  12  Noon  and  2pm  on  Monday’s,  Thursdays  and  Fridays.  We  are  no  longer  taking 
 bookings  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings.  We  apologise,  once  again,  that  we  have  limited 
 places  due  to  the  COVID  guidelines,  but  we  would  urge  anyone  who  is  not  able  to  obtain  a 
 booking  for  Christmas  Eve  or  Christmas  Day  to  a�end  a  celebra�on  at  some  other  point  during 
 the Christmas season. 
 Latest  COVID  Guidance  :  A�er  the  review  at  the  end  of  November,  most  of  the  exis�ng 
 guidelines  remain  unchanged.  Those  a�ending  services  are  s�ll  expected  to  sani�se  their 
 hands  upon  entering  and  leaving  the  building.  Masks  are  s�ll  required  inside  the  church 
 building  (including  during  congrega�onal  singing)  except  for  those  who  are  exercising  a 
 ministry  from  the  sanctuary  and  those  who  are  medically  exempt.  Social  distancing  of  at  least 
 1m from those outside one’s ‘bubble’ should be maintained at all �mes. 
 One  thing  that  has  changed  is  that  we  have  now  been  encouraged  to  open  up  all  of  our  pews 
 rather  than  blocking  alternate  rows.  Although  we  s�ll  need  to  be  mindful  of  social  distancing, 
 this  will  allow  us  to  increase  the  total  capacity  of  our  churches  to  some  extent.  From  this 
 weekend,  the  numbers  cap  at  St.  Marys  will  increase  to  100,  St  Pius  65,  Our  Lady  and  St 
 Joseph’s  100  and  the  cap  at  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary  will  increase  to  45  and  St  Patrick’s,  Conse� 
 will increase to 150. 
 Because  numbers  are  s�ll  rela�vely  limited,  a�endance  at  funerals  con�nues  to  be  for  invited 
 guests  only  and  booking  for  weekend  Masses  and  Holy  Days  remains  essen�al.  Call  the 
 booking  line  on  07907369233  from  12  Noon  to  2pm  on  MONDAYS,  THURSDAYS  or  FRIDAYS  to 
 book a place. 
 Hospital Chaplain’s  : If you wish a visit from a Priest  for a family member who is in hospital 
 please contact the hospital chaplain for that hospital. 
 Shotley Bridge Hospital  - Fr Paul Tully 01207 583583  or 01913332183 
 Hexham General  - Fr Jeffrey Dodds - 0844 8118111 or  01434 603119 (church) 
 The University Hospital Durham  - Fr Paul Tully  0191  - 3332333 or 0191 - 3332183 
 Freeman Hospital and RV  I - Fr Mariadass Pagyasamy  0191 2336161 or 0191 2733903 (church) 



 Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  : For the Conse� area, St Patrick’s, Conse� on Saturday’s a�er 
 10am Mass. Our Lady and St Joseph’s, Brooms on Saturday’s before the 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
 4.45pm - 5.15pm. 
 Friends of the Holy Land  : The impact of Covid on Chris�ans  in the Holy Land is devasta�ng as 
 around 80% rely on the income from pilgrimage and tourists. Many have remained 
 unemployed without any government support and face a bleak Christmas like no other. Friends 
 of the Holy Land has launched a Christmas Appeal to raise funds to get Chris�an families in the 
 Holy Land through a Christmas �me without tourism. As we approach Christmas and our 
 thoughts turn to Bethlehem, we thank you for your generosity and prayers. 
 Martyrs and Mys�cs Pilgrimage to Spain  : Due to a  cancella�on we have one double room 
 available on our Pilgrimage to Spain which is to take place from 28  th  March to 1  st  April. The cost 
 will be £780 per person which includes all flights and half board accommoda�on. Please 
 contact either Fr John Bagnall or Wendy Simmons on 01207 502196 for further details. 
 Lourdes Pilgrimage  : 15th - 21st June 2022. 7 Nights  full board staying at the Padou Hotel in 
 Lourdes. Cost £749. For more informa�on contact Eleanor Glasgow on 01207 504090. 
 Ushaw College Christmas Tree Fes�val un�l 3rd January 2022  . Local ar�sts, businesses and 
 volunteers (St Patrick’s flower team) have made Christmas trees which are displayed around 
 the building including tradi�onal trees and some made from different kinds of material! 
 Refectory cafe will be open for food and refreshments. Admission fee to House, Chapels and 
 grounds includes Christmas Tree Fes�val. (£9 adults; £6 children (aged 5 - 18) 
 ‘The Bible in a Year’ podcast  : is available on ‘youtube’,  read by Fr Mike Schmitz from beginning 
 to end in 365 days, with commentary. 

 St Mary’s News 
 Collec�on  : This week –  Advent Alms   Next week -  Friends of the Holy Land 
 Legion of Mary  : Will say the Rosary and Legion Prayers  on Tuesday Evenings at 6pm 
 The Sanctuary Candle  : Will burn in Loving Memory of  David Alderson and James, Gerald and 
 Mar�n Rogan. 
 Piety Stall Christmas Items  : Christmas cards, Church  Art calendars, Christmas goods are 
 available in the Church Hall a�er 9.30am Mass Also Eileen Willis can be contacted on 
 07925552582  If any Parishioner would like to purchase any Piety Goods. 
 Christmas Flowers  : Anyone wishing to donate for the  Christmas flowers please place dona�on 
 into an envelope and hand in to the Presbytery. 
 300 Club December Christmas Draw  : £200 - (105) B Stobbs,  £100 - (81) A Turnock, £50 - (142) 
 D Hopper, £20 - (196) E Golightly, £20 - (24) B Benison. 

 St Patrick’s News 

 Collec�on  :  This Week -  Advent Alms  Next  week - Friends of the Holy Land 
 Piety Stall Christmas Items  : Christmas cards, Church  Art calendars, Advent calendars and 
 Diaries have arrived. We are s�ll unable to open the piety stall again this year but if you would 
 like any of the above please phone 07483 807239 and we can arrange delivery or a collec�on 
 �me. Thank you. 
 Christmas Poinse�a Display  : “We are resuming our  Christmas poinse�a display on Our Lady’s 
 altar this year. If you would like to donate a plant, please leave it in church from Saturday 18th 
 December and  no later  than Tuesday 21st December,  to allow �me for se�ng up the altar for 
 Christmas. Many thanks.” 



 Christmas Angels:  A very big thank you to all our wonderful kni�ers who have worked so hard 
 to produce lots of Christmas Angels which be distributed to children - young and old at the 
 Christmas Crib. Your �me and crea�vity is very much appreciated. 

 Our Lady and St Joseph’s News 
 Collec�on  :  This Week -  Advent Alms  Next  week - Friends of the Holy Land 
 Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  : Congratula�ons to the  pupils of Brooms School who celebrated 
 the Sacrament of Reconcilia�on for the first �me on Wednesday evening. Please pray for our 
 candidates as they con�nue their journey toward their First Holy Communion celebra�on 
 Lenten Alms  : This year, the Advent Alms collec�on  will be donated to The People's Kitchen. 
 There are labelled envelopes at the back of church. 
 Christmas Flowers  : Dona�ons toward flowers for Christmas  would be gratefully accepted. 
 Dona�ons in an envelope labelled 'Christmas Flowers' can be placed in the collec�on basket at 
 the back of church. Thank you for your con�nued support. 

 St Pius X News 
 Collec�on  :  This Week -  Advent Alms  Next  week - Friends of the Holy Land 
 Holy Rosary hou  r  : for December will be on 20th December. 
 Christmas Poinse�a  :  Any one wishing to have a poinse�a  in Church for Christmas in 
 memory of a loved one please see Rita or Mary. 
 Red Boxes  :  Anyone with a box which requires opening  please bring it to Mass for coun�ng. 
 Thank you. Sue McGee 
 Proposed Memorial Garden at St Pius X Church Moorside:  Fr John and Deacon Shaun have 
 agreed in principle the possibility of a Memorial Garden in the grounds of St Pius X Church. 
 The proposed area would be the small plot of land between the car park gate and the 
 pedestrian gate. The go ahead depends on whether there is sufficient interest. The Memorial 
 Garden would be made up of small stones dedicated to loved ones who have deceased. The 
 stones would be inscribed by local stonemason and laid in the garden by local tradesmen. The 
 inscrip�ons will be similar to those adopted at St Mary’s Blackhill where there is a Memorial 
 Path.  Cost would be £75 each. Please contact Deacon Shaun if you are interested. (Email 
 “  shaun.d.mcgee@btopenworld.com  ”) 

 Our Lady of the Rosary News 
 Collec�on  :  This Week -  Advent Alms  Next  week - Friends of the Holy Land 
 Christmas Flowers  : Anyone wishing to donate for the  Christmas flowers please place dona�on 
 into an envelope and hand in to St Mary’s Presbytery. If you would like to volunteer to help 
 with the displaying of the flowers at Christmas please contact St Mary’s office. 
 St Mary’s and Our Lady of the Rosary Environment Group  :  We are looking for expressions 
 of interest from parishioners who would like to help in establishing a working group to take 
 forward the parish response to the environmental challenges that we currently face. Please 
 contact Ian Peart (ipeart03@gmail.com) if you would like to find out more. 

 Around The Diocese 
 Organ Recita  l  : Peter Locke will give an Organ Recital  at the Cathedral Church of Saint Nicholas, 
 in Newcastle, on Monday, the 20  th  December, at 1.05pm.  The recital will have an Advent and 
 Christmas theme, and will feature music inspired by the Gregorian Chant of the Church also. 

mailto:shaun.d.mcgee@btopenworld.com


 ANNIVERSARIES 

 St Mary’s  : Joseph Cain, Richard Hannah, Mary Ellen  Kiely, Hannah Marie 
 Parkin, John Grimes, Frank Gowland, Anthony Neal Redmond, Mary McKenzie, 
 John Joseph Mcgurk, Elizabeth Murphy, Arthur John Finley, Mary Lydon, 
 David Alderson, Maureen Eva Lenihan. 

 St. Patrick’s  :  Molly Williamson, Catherine Boyle,  Gerard Fullen, John Donnelly, 
 Ki�y Donaghy, Margaret Collins, Thomasina Maughan, Brendan Reed, Anne 
 Marie Beavis, James Brown, Robbie Vallely, Cathy Lumb, Kathleen Page, John 
 Rogan, David Cameron, Finbarr Taylor, Rose Jackson, Catherine McDonald, 
 Teresa Winifred Rogan, Edward Patrick Murray, Jack McNally 

 St. Pius  :  Paul Andrew Brown, William Saunders Carson,  John Corrigan, Gerard 
 Cumiskey, Thomas James Hall, Alan Hill, Jean Kennedy, Mary Lydon, Vera 
 Murray, Joan Peacock, John Robson and John Townson. 

 Our Lady & St Joseph’s  :  Mary Wilks, Wilf Herdman,  Kathleen Grogan, 
 David R. Fountain, Thomas A. Williamson, Rose Jackson. 

 THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISH 

 We keep in our prayers  : 

 St Mary’s  : Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Tilly Lockey,  Kieran Richard Atkinson, 
 Amelia Burns, Norman Riches, Ethan White, James Thomas English, 
 David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon, Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Freya Simpson, 
 Maddy Kennedy,  Mark Adams, Jack Nugent,  Donna Philips, Tom Slane, 
 Tony Quinn, Julianne Kennedy, Eileen Haughey, Jimmy McGuigan, 
 Catherine Hester, David Oliver, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, John Ross, 
 Simon Quinn and Paddy Loughran. 

 Our Lady of the Rosary  :  James Baker. 

 St. Patrick’s  : Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna  Bradley, Mar�n Rogan, 
 Cheryl Reilly, Judith Hindmarsh,  Nora Robson, Veronica Naisbe�, 
 Geraldine Donnelly, Michael Shaw and William Kennedy, Terry O’Rourke. 

 St Pius  :  Ivy Agnew, Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Marie  Atherton, Mar�n Daly, 
 Rita Daly, Paul Hunt, Nancy Malone, Joan McGee, Danny Morton, Robert Nixon 
 Jr., Charlie O'Donnell and Jade Telford. 

 Our Lady and St Joseph’s  : Sue Robertson. 



 Pope Francis – Prayer To Mary For Protec�on During The Covid - 19 Pandemic 
 O Mary, you shine con�nuously on our journey 

 as a sign of salva�on and hope. 
 We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

 At the foot of the Cross you par�cipated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
 You, Salva�on of the Roman People, know what we need. 

 We are certain that you will provide,so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
 joy and feas�ng might return a�er this moment of trial. 

 Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves 
 to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

 He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
 through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrec�on. Amen. 

 We seek refuge under your protec�on, O Holy Mother of God. 
 Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 

 and deliver us from every danger, 
 O glorious and blessed Virgin 

 Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 ‘My Jesus I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament, I love you 
 above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
 moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 

 embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you, never 
 permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 Partnership Prayer 

 Risen Christ, from your abundant grace, 
 pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese. 

 As we build on the deep founda�ons of faith 
 laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

 by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede 
 may our Partnerships con�nue the mission 

 of building your Kingdom on the earth: to give living witness to your love, 
 and to your compassion and hope for our world. 

 We pray in trus�ul confidence that your power working in us 
 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

 Who live and reign forever and ever. 
 Amen 


