
32nd Sunday of the Year - Year B  - 7th November 2021

It is in giving that we receive

In today’s Gospel, the widow, in putting her two small coins into the temple treasury, believed
that she was giving to God. It was to God that she wanted to give her whole livelihood, her
life. In a sense, she shows what it means to live the first and greatest commandment. She
loved God with all her heart, soul, mind and strength. Jesus recognised that. God was the
focal point of her giving. The Gospel reading suggests that for those who gave large sums of
money to the temple treasure, the focal point of their giving was much more themselves.
Their giving, was ultimately, an investment in their own honour and recognition.

In the first reading, another widow hesitated initially, to share the little she and her son had
with Elijah who had asked for something to eat and drink. Elijah assured her that if she shared
the little she had, God would provide for her.  It is in giving that she would receive.

This is the core of the Gospel message: it is in giving that we receive, it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. ‘Give and it will be given to you’. Jesus says in Luke’s Gospel, ‘A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.’ The giving
Jesus refers to there, is not only the giving of money. Our generous giving can take on many
forms. For some, it may take the form of forgiving someone who has done them wrong, for
others it will be serving people with whatever gifts the Lord has given them. Whatever forms
our giving takes, let both widows in today’s reading’s be our teachers!
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PARISH NEWS

Latest COVID guidance from Bishop Robert:

The things that are not changing, at least for the time being, are as follows

Sanitising and masking: Sanitising one’s hands is still compulsory on entering and leaving our
Church buildings. Everyone who is not medically exempt is expected to wear a mask whilst
inside the church building.

Social distancing: of at least 1m from anyone outside one’s ‘bubble’ is still required at all times
when we are gathered inside.

Numbers cap: We will continue to have a cap on the number of people allowed in our
churches. For the time being, capacity remains at 70 for St. Patrick’s, St. Mary’s and Brooms, 40
for St. Pius and 30 for Our Lady of the Rosary (Shotley Bridge).

Funerals, weddings and Baptisms: will continue to be private services, open only to those
invited by the families involved.

Confessions: will continue to be held in the Sacristy in St Patrick’s on Saturday after Mass and

at Brooms on Saturday evening 4.45pm - 5.15pm before Mass.

Some things that are changing are as follows

Booking system: It is no longer necessary to book for weekday Masses. However, due to limited
capacity and high demand, it WILL still be necessary to book for all Sunday Masses (including
the Saturday Vigil) and Holydays. The booking line (07907 369233) will now be open 12 noon
to 2pm for three days only: MONDAYS, THURSDAYS and FRIDAYS.

Holy Communion: will still be given only under one kind, and it is recommended that people
receive in the hand. Those who have been receiving on the tongue, or who wish to do so, must
continue to follow the existing guidelines. (It remains at the discretion of individual priests
whether they make this option available.)

Congregational singing: is now permitted, on the condition that those singing are wearing
masks while they do so!

Love Christmas: 5.30pm Thursday 4th November at St Pius X, Moorside: A meeting for anyone
wishing to help make this happen in our area.  What we need first are your ideas on how this
might work.  We will also need a commitment to give some of your time to organise and
distribute gifts.  This worked really well in Stanley/Dipton/Byermoor last year and their
message to us is "many hands make light work.  Please come along and find out how you can
help.

What is Love Christmas? Love Christmas brings change by drawing people together to give,
pack, deliver and share Bags of Kindness with each other.  It strengthens personal connections
in communities across the UK and lets people know we are with them, and they are not alone.
Love Christmas is a national initiative, growing through a network of thousands of churches
and other local organisations, connecting people of all faiths and none. Dcn. Shaun

Spain Pilgrimage 28th March - 1st April 2022: A meeting is to be held for an update on the
Pilgrimage to Spain which is to be held in St Patrick’s Church Hall on Friday 19th November at
5pm.

Lourdes Pilgrimage: 15th - 21st June 2022. 7 Nights full board staying at the Padou Hotel in
Lourdes. Cost £749. For more information contact Eleanor Glasgow on 01207 504090.



St Mary’s News

Collection: This Week - Clergy Training Fund (open until 28th November) Next week - SVP

Lately Deceased: John Grey and Brian McKean. Please pray for them and their families at this

sad time.

Remembrance Sunday: Remembrance service after 9.30am Mass on Sunday 14th November

when the wreaths will be laid at the Cenotaph.

Cafod: If you would like to purchase from the Cafod World Gifts Brochure please pick one up

from the back of church.

Resumption of Communion Visits: If anyone is aware of someone who was not housebound
before the lockdown, but who is now and would like to receive Communion at home, please
contact Fr. Tom to arrange this.

Legion of Mary: Will say the Rosary and Legion Prayers on Tuesday Evenings at 6pm.

Piety: Christmas cards, candles, calendars and Christmas gifts available in St Mary’s church hall
after Mass on Sundays. Alternatively Eileen Willis will have goods at Orchard Cottage, Spa
Grounds, Shotley Bridge DH8 0TN between 2-4pm on Monday afternoons until further notice.

Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10am – 2pm.

St Patrick’s News

Collection: This Week - Clergy Training Fund (open until 28th November)

Holy Face of Jesus: For information about Devotion to the Holy Face of Jesus please contact
Maggie Quinn on 01207 506425.

Christmas Fayre Saturday 13th November: LAST CHANCE!! Please support your Church. We
would be grateful for any items for the fayre; toiletries, bottles, bric a brac and don’t forget to
get baking those cakes to bring on the day. Donations can be left in the box in the church porch
or handed in to the presbytery on a Monday, Thursday or Friday 9am – 2pm. We are also
looking for volunteers on the day who can help on the stalls. Thank you.
St. Patrick’s School – Reception Places: If your child is currently attending Nursery it’s time to
think about applying for a place in Reception in September 2022. Please note having a place at
St. Patrick’s Nursery does not guarantee a reception place. You must apply. The best way to
apply is by visiting www.durham.gov.uk/school admissions. Applications are now open and the
closing date is 15th January 2022.

Our Lady and St Joseph’s News
Collection:  This Week:   Clergy Training Fund (open until 28th November)

Sudan Feeding Station: The collection for the Sudan Feeding Station to date has raised £2,547.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before 5.30pm mass Between 4.45pm - 5.15pm



St Pius X News
Collection:  This Week:  Clergy Training Fund (open until 28th November)
Exposition and Benediction: St Pius x Church Wednesday at 5.45pm.
Holy Rosary Hour: Will be on Monday 29th November 6pm to 7pm. All are welcome.
Proposed Memorial Garden at St Pius X Church Moorside: Fr John and Deacon Shaun have
agreed in principle the possibility of a Memorial Garden in the grounds of St Pius X Church.
The proposed area would be the small plot of land between the car park gate and the
pedestrian gate.  The go ahead depends on whether there is sufficient interest. The Memorial
Garden would be made up of small stones dedicated to loved ones who have deceased.  The
stones would be inscribed by local stonemason and laid in the garden by local tradesman.  The
inscriptions will be similar to those adopted at St Mary’s Blackhill where there is a Memorial
Path.  Cost would be £75 each. Please contact Deacon Shaun if you are interested. (Email
“shaun.d.mcgee@btopenworld.com”)

GENERAL NOTICES AROUND THE PARTNERSHIP

Hospital Chaplain’s: If you wish a visit from a Priest for a family member who is in hospital

please contact the hospital chaplain for that hospital.

Shotley Bridge Hospital - Fr Paul Tully 01207 583583 or 01913332183

Hexham General - Fr Jeffrey Dodds - 0844 8118111 or 01434 603119 (church)

The University Hospital Durham - Fr Paul Tully  0191 - 3332333 or 0191 - 3332183

Freeman Hospital and RVI - Fr Mariadass Pagyasamy 0191 2336161 or 0191 2733903 (church)

AROUND THE DIOCESE

The Universal Synod  2021-2023: The Synod office in Rome has called for a world-wide Synod
to take place. This Synod will be a two year process and is to be underpinned by the Year of the
Eucharist, which will be for our diocese only. We are invited to take some time to reflect and to
listen to the Holy Spirit speak to us as we continue on our faith journey. A small booklet has
been produced and is available as an insert within our newsletter and at the back of church.
This booklet will help us to share with the church what we feel the Lord may be saying to us as
we continue on this journey. There are three questions within the booklet which we would like
you to think about and fill in your answers and please return back to your local Church by
Sunday 21st November.

Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers; The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be at 11am on
Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert will celebrate the
Mass and it is hoped that we see servers come together from across the Diocese. It will be
great to see everyone after missing last year and building on the great success of the previous
Diocesan Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage: Preparations are beginning for our
annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022. It is hoped that this
year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more. In order to aid the planning
stages, it would be helpful if you could indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in July
2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that
support the smooth running of the Pilgrimage.   Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an
‘expression of interest’ form

mailto:shaun.d.mcgee@btopenworld.com


ANNIVERSARIES

St Mary’s:   Michael McVeigh, Peter Mathew Cassidy, Anthony Grugan,      Joan
Veronica Lewthwaite, Toby Reay, John McDonald, Fr. James Donnelly, Baby
Luke John McCann   Patrick Quinn, Sarah K Grugan, Mary Blackmore,   Billy
Sedgewick, Pauline Chivers, Rewcastle Armstrong, Theresa Page, Kevin
Dermott McGeary, Margaret Whyte, Joanne Mc Guigan,                  Francie
Joseph Clarke, Joseph Page, Clint Ronald Woodland, Theresa McCoy,
Florence Teresa O’Hanlon, David Shotton, Michael Welsh, Thomas Beckham.

St. Patrick’s: Dominic McGurk, Mary Theresa Stevens, Sheila Elder,
John O’Neill, Catherine Rafferty, Catherine Connelly, Hugh Malone,
Catherine Donaghy, Richard Forbes, Terry Burns, Mary Burnage,
Mary Theresa Hughes, Joseph Raw, Flora Nimmons, Tommy O’Neill,
Mary Donaghy, Alan Foley, Gerard Slavin, Moira Reed, Brian Rogan, James Fail,
Thomas Kerr, Ellen Parker, Nancy Collins and John Harpin.

St. Pius: Margaret Murphy, Thomas Murphy, Flora (Flo) Nimmons and
Joan Wray.

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Ged Doughan, Sydney Fountain, Norman Henderson,
Laura Mallon.

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISH

We keep in our prayers:

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Tilly Lockey, Kieran Richard Atkinson,
Amelia Burns, Norman Riches, Ethan White, James Thomas English,
David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon, Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Freya Simpson,
Maddy Kennedy,  Mark Adams, Jack Nugent,  Donna Philips, Tom Slane,
Tony Quinn, Julianne Kennedy, Eileen Haughey, Jimmy McGuigan,
Catherine Hester, David Oliver, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, John Ross
and Simon Quinn.

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Martin Rogan,
Cheryl Reilly, Judith Hindmarsh,  Nora Robson, Veronica Naisbett,
Geraldine Donnelly and Michael Shaw.

St Pius:  Ivy Agnew, Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly,
Rita Daly, Paul Hunt, Nancy Malone, Gerry McArdle, Joan McGee,
Danny Morton, Robert Nixon Jr., Charlie O'Donnell and Jade Telford.

Our Lady and St Joseph’s: Sue Robertson.



Pope Francis – Prayer To Mary For Protection During The Covid - 19 Pandemic

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey

as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.

We are certain that you will provide,so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee,

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves

to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test –

and deliver us from every danger,

O glorious and blessed Virgin

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

‘My Jesus I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament, I love you

above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this

moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I

embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you, never

permit me to be separated from you.  Amen.

Partnership Prayer

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace,

pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.

As we build on the deep foundations of faith

laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands,

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede

may our Partnerships continue the mission

of building your Kingdom on the earth: to give living witness to your love,

and to your compassion and hope for our world.

We pray in trustful confidence that your power working in us

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Who live and reign forever and ever.

Amen


