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   True   Riches     

This  weekend’s  readings  urge  us  to  priori�se  spiritual  goods  over  material  ones.  Our  First                
Reading  tells  us  that  wisdom  is  more  valuable  than  gold  and  silver,  palaces  and  thrones,  and                  
even  the  health  of  the  body.  All  these  earthly  things  fade  away,  but  wisdom  leads  to  the                   
blessings   of   eternity.   
Jesus  has  a  similar  message  in  our  Gospel  Reading  for  a  rich  man  who  comes  to  him  seeking                    
the  key  to  eternal  life.  Jesus  finds  that  he’s  virtuous  in  most  ways,  but  a  li�le  too  a�ached  to                     
his  material  wealth  for  his  own  spiritual  good.  Jesus  recommends  that  he  give  all  his  property                  
to  the  poor  in  order  to  earn  treasure  in  Heaven.  But  sadly,  the  man  cannot  bring  himself  to  let                     
go  of  his  worldly  security  and  take  that  leap  of  faith.  Fortunately,  there  is  s�ll  hope  for                  
him—and  for  those  of  us  who  might  struggle  with  a  similar  test.  Jesus  suggests  that  salva�on  is                   
always  possible  with  God.  But  he  proceeds  to  tell  his  disciples  that  they  have  made  a  be�er                   
choice  by  leaving  their  earthly  lives  behind  in  order  to  follow  him  and  share  his  ministry.  The                   
rich  man’s  fate  s�ll  hangs  in  the  balance,  but  their  spiritual  wealth  and  their  eternal  reward  are                   
already   secured.   
Our  Second  Reading,  from  the  Le�er  to  the  Hebrews,  advises  us  to  measure  ourselves  honestly                 
against  the  Word  of  God.  True  wisdom  consists  of  nurturing  the  spiritual  life  and  doing                 
whatever  it  is  that  we  feel  Christ  is  calling  us  to  do.  If  we  fail  to  respond  to  the  Word,  no  ma�er                       
how  outwardly  virtuous  or  prosperous  we  may  seem,  sooner  or  later  we  will  have  to  answer                  
for   it.     
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Parish   News   

Latest   COVID   guidance   from   Bishop   Robert :  
The   things   that   are   not   changing,   at   least   for   the   �me   being,   are   as   follows   
Sani�sing   and   masking :   Sani�sing   one’s   hands   is   s�ll   compulsory   on   entering   and   leaving   our   
Church   buildings.   Everyone   who   is   not   medically   exempt   is   expected   to   wear   a   mask   whilst   
inside   the   church   building.   
Social   distancing :   of   at   least   1m   from   anyone   outside   one’s   ‘bubble’   is   s�ll   required   at   all   �mes   
when   we   are   gathered   inside.   
Numbers   cap :   We   will   con�nue   to   have   a   cap   on   the   number   of   people   allowed   in   our   
churches.   For   the   �me   being,   capacity   remains   at   70   for   St.   Patrick’s,   St.   Mary’s   and   Brooms,   
and   40   for   St.   Pius’.   
   Funerals,   weddings   and   Bap�sms :   will   con�nue   to   be   private   services,   open   only   to   those   
invited   by   the   families   involved.   
Confessions :   will   con�nue   to   be   held   in   the   Sacristy .   
Some   things   that   are   changing   are   as   follows  
Booking   system :   It   is   no   longer   necessary   to   book   for   weekday   Masses.   However,   due   to   
limited   capacity   and   high   demand,   it    WILL    s�ll   be   necessary   to   book   for   all   Sunday   Masses   
(including   the   Saturday   Vigil)   and   Holydays.   The   booking   line   (07907   369233)   will   now   be   open   
12   noon   to   2pm   for   three   days   only:    MONDAYS,   THURSDAYS   and   FRIDAYS .   
   Holy   Communion :   will   s�ll   be   given   only   under   one   kind,   and   it   is   recommended   that   people   
receive   in   the   hand.   Those   who   have   been   receiving   on   the   tongue,   or   who   wish   to   do   so,   must   
con�nue   to   follow   the   exis�ng   guidelines.   (It   remains   at   the   discre�on   of   individual   priests   
whether   they   make   this   op�on   available.)   
   Congrega�onal   singing :   is   now   permi�ed,   on   the   condi�on   that   those   singing   are   wearing   
masks   while   they   do   so!   We   will   try   to   phase   it   in   over   the   next   couple   months.   
Re-opening   of   Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :   will   happen,   hopefully   in   the   next   month   or   so.   Look   for   
a   change   in   the   Sunday   Mass   schedule   when   that   happens.   We   will   update   you   closer   to   the   
�me.     
Once   again,   we   extend   a   huge   thank   you   to   all   of   you   for   following   the   guidelines   and   bearing   
with   us   pa�ently   in   our   efforts   to   keep   everyone   safe.     
Confirma�on   Programme:    A   le�er   has   been   sent   out   from   St   Bedes’s   invi�ng   candidates   for   
the   Confirma�on   programme   to   a�end    three   sessions   in   prepara�on   for   their   Confirma�on,   
which   will   be   celebrated   on   Friday   22nd   October   2021,   at   St.   Joseph’s   RC   Church,   Stanley.     
The   prepara�on   sessions   will   all   take   place   between   7.00pm   and   8.00pm   at   St   Mary’s   Catholic   
Church,   Blackhill   (Derwent   St,   Blackhill,   Conse�   DH8   8LP)   on   the   following   dates:     
Thursday   14th   October   2021   and   Thursday   21st   October   2021   
The   sessions   will   allow   candidates   to   prepare   fully   to   receive   the   Sacrament   of   Confirma�on.   
We   look   forward   to   welcoming   you   to   these   sessions.   If   there   are   any   other   young   people   who   
would   like   to   receive   the   Sacrament   of   Confirma�on   please   contact   Fr   Tom   at   St   Mary’s   on   
01207   502320.   

  



  

St   Mary’s   News   

Collec�on :   This   week   -   S.V.P.       Next   week   -   Mission   Sunday   

Resump�on   of   Communion   Visits :   If   anyone   is   aware   of   someone   who   was   not   housebound   
before   the   lockdown,   but   who   is   now   and   would   like   to   receive   Communion   at   home,   please   
contact   Fr.   Tom   to   arrange   this.   

Readers :   If   you   are   a   Reader   and   would   like   to   resume   your   Ministry,   or   would   like   to   become   a   
Reader   please   contact   Fr.   Tom   or   Margaret   in   the   Parish   Office   on   01207   502320.   

Legion   of   Mary :   Will   say   the   Rosary   and   Legion   Prayers   on   Tuesday   Evenings   at   6pm.   

Piety :   Christmas   cards,   candles   and   gi�s   will   be   ordered   this   week   but   new   guidelines   
regarding   selling   goods   in   church   have   not   been   approved   yet   by   Bishop   Robert.   Please   contact   
Eileen   Willis   on   01207   -   591891   or   0795552582   if   you   are   interested   in   purchasing   Christmas   
goods.     

Office   Hours:   Tuesday   –   Friday   10am   –   2pm.     

St   Patrick’s   News   
Lately   Deceased :   Melvyn   (Joseph)   Rennoldson.   Please   pray   for   him   and   his   family   at   this   sad   
�me.  
Holy   Face   Prayer   Group :   The   Holy   Face   Prayer   Group   meets   on   Tuesday   evenings,   in   church,   
from   6pm   onwards.   For   further   details   telephone   01207   506425.   The   latest   Holy   Face   Youtube   
video   link   is:-    h�ps://youtu.be/JKx92PvhQl     
300   Club:    is   to   begin   again   with   the   first   draw   taking   place   at   the   end   of   October.   
Reminder     -   payments   of   £1   per   number   to   be   collected   yearly   in   cash   or   by   cheque   (made   
payable   to   St   Patrick’s)   and   posted   through   presbytery   le�erbox   by   10th   October   with   name,   
address   and   phone   number   on   envelope.    St.   Patrick’s   School   –   Recep�on   Places :   If   your   child   is   
currently   a�ending   Nursery   it’s   �me   to   think   about   applying   for   a   place   in   Recep�on   in   
September   2022.   Please   note   having   a   place   at   St.   Patrick’s   Nursery   does    not   guarantee    a   
recep�on   place.     You   must   apply .The   best   way   to   apply   is   by   visi�ng   
www.durham.gov.uk/school   admissions.   Applica�ons   are   now   open   and   the   closing   date   is   15 th  
January   2022.   

St   Pius   X   News    
Holy   Rosary   Hour :   Holy   Rosary   Hour   every   last   Monday   of   the   month   from   6pm   to   7pm.   All   are   
welcome.     

  

Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s   News   
Collec�ons :   23rd   October   Mission   Sunday.     
Lately   Deceased :   Kathleen   Janson   Smith   and   Olwen   Dodd   Please   pray   for   them   and   their   
families   at   this   sad   �me.     
Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on :   Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on:   The   collec�on   for   the   SVP   Sudan   Feeding   
Sta�on   to   date   has   raised   £2,483.   Thank   you   for   your   con�nued   generosity.   

https://youtube/55Plmlikt38


  

Thank   you :   Thank   to   all   the   volunteers   who   cleaned   the   church,   corridor   and   sacristy   last   
Friday.   Pain�ng   and   plaster   work   is   now   complete   in   the   sacristy   thank   you   to   John   Hurst   for   
supplying   the   pain�ng   and   decora�ng.   

  
GENERAL   NOTICES   AROUND   THE   PARTNERSHIP   

Ongoing   Faith   Witness   Against   Hassockfield :   A   monthly   prayer   vigil   will   be   held   at   the   
barrier   to   Hassockfield   on   the   first   Sunday   of   each   month   at   3pm.     This   will   last   for   about   
30   minutes   and   will   incorporate   a   �me   of   silent   witness.   Please   support   this   with   your   
prayer   and,   if   at   all   possible,   come   along.   For   further   informa�on,   please   contact   
lizarchibald.jus�ceandpeace@gmail.com   

  

Hospital   Chaplain’s :   If   you   wish   a   visit   from   a   Priest   for   a   family   member   who   is   in   hospital   
please   contact   the   hospital   chaplain   for   that   hospital.   
Shotley   Bridge   Hospital    -   Fr   Paul   Tully   01207   583583   or   01913332183   
Hexham   General    -   Fr   Jeffrey   Dodds   -   0844   8118111   or   01434   603119   (church)  
The   University   Hospital   Durham    -   Fr   Paul   Tully    0191   -   3332333   or   0191   -   3332183  
Freeman   Hospital   and   RV I   -   Fr   Mariadass   Pagyasamy   0191   2336161   or   0191   2733903   (church)   

  

Around   The   Diocese   

The   Universal   Synod    2021-2023:     As   you   may   be   aware,   the   Synod   office   in   Rome   has   called   for   
a   world-wide   Synod   to   take   place.   Bishop   Robert   will   inaugurate   this   process   in   our   Diocese   on  
October   17th   2021   and   it   will   be   underpinned   by   the   Year   of   the   Eucharist,   which   will   be   for   
our   diocese   only.   The   purpose   of   this   Synod   is   not   to   produce   and   fill   in   more   documents,   
although,   eventually,   there   will   be   ten   ques�ons   to   be   answered   by   the   faithful.   Rather,   it   is   
intended   to   inspire   all   Catholics   to   focus   on   our   faith   and   Church   through   a   prayerful,   listening   
process.   The   aim   will   be   to   heal   wounds   and   s�mulate   trust,   in   order   to   restore   our   hearts   and   
minds   for   our   common   Chris�an   mission.     

mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com


  

  
  

ANNIVERSARIES     

St   Mary’s :   Barbara   Clifford,   Kathleen   Blakey,   Jean   McArdle,   Anne   Eley,   
John   Grugan,   David   Bradley,   Michael   Williamson,   Hugh   McCusker,   
Margaret   Jane   Williams,   Theresa   Cassidy,   Carmela   Graham,   James   Glancy,   
Joseph   Robinson,   John   Robert   Cavanagh,   Elizabeth   Marshall,   
Edward   McGeoghan,   Mary   Brannigan,   John   Anthony   McArdle,   Cecilia   Thirlwell,   
Ursula   Bell,   Thomas   Campbell,   Mary   Hogg,   Conor   Robinson,   Jane   Smith,   
Ellen   White,   John   William   Barrie.   

St.   Patrick’s :     Margaret   Hughes,   Margaret   Murphy,   Dennis   Smith,   
Annie   Rowell,   Mary   McAnulla,   Jeff   Cramb,   Jimmy   Hagan,   Davison   Paull,   
Ann   Fergus,   Mark   Pra�,   Percy   Philpo�,   Rose   Bartle,   Thomas   Askew,   
Patrick   O’Donnell,   Frederick   Seymour,   Emily   Sharp,   Kevin   Curley,   
Ki�y   Westgarth,   Bryan   Woods,   Sheila   Gibson,   Terry   Carr,   Jane   Pra�,   
Terence   Sewell,   Maria   Rodrigues,   Horace   Burr,   Madge   Davis,   Richard   Harrop,   
Nancy   McCourt,   Mary   Hogg,   John   Andrew   Boyle,   Hannah   Conney,   
Michael   Slee,   Elizabeth   Burns,   John   Lee,   Annie   Rowell.   

St.   Pius :    Sarah   Brolly,   Martha   Bushby,   James   Glancy,   Mary   Hanson,   
Thomas   Irving,   Alvena   Murphy,   Davidson   Paull,   Bernard   White.   

Our   Lady   &   St   Joseph’s :    Michael   Richardson,   Owen   Clark,   Madge   Price,   
Joseph   Christopher   Fountain,   Richard   O’Connor,   Rose   Callaghan,   Jack   Shannon,   
Aus�n   Fail,   Ann   Gill,   Rosemary   Naylor.   

THOSE   WHO   ARE   SICK   IN   OUR   PARISH   

We   keep   in   our   prayers :     

St   Mary’s :   Paul   Wass,   Ryan   McBeath,   Tilly   Lockey,   Kieran   Richard   Atkinson,  
Amelia   Burns,   Norman   Riches,   Ethan   White,   James   Thomas   English,   David   
Sizmy,   Eileen   Fannon,   Mary   Barnes,   Arron   Armstrong,   Freya   Simpson,   Maddy   
Kennedy,    Mark   Adams,   Jack   Nugent,    Donna   Philips,   Joan   Kennedy,   Tom   Slane,   
Tony   Quinn,   Julianne   Kennedy,   Eileen   Haughey,   Jimmy   McGuigan,   Catherine   
Hester,   David   Oliver,   Sarah   June   Quinn,   Thomas   Eccles,   John   Ross   and   Simon   
Quinn.   
Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :    James   Baker   
St.   Patrick’s :   Eileen   Fish,   Margaret   Heslop,   Anna   Bradley,   Mar�n   Rogan,   Cheryl   
Reilly,   Judith   Hindmarsh,    Nora   Robson,   Veronica   Naisbe�,    Geraldine   Donnelly   
and   Michael   Shaw.   
St   Pius :    Ivy   Agnew,   Joseph   Agnew,   Gerry   Akers,   Marie   Atherton,   Mar�n   Daly,  
Rita   Daly,   Paul   Hunt,   Nancy   Malone,   Gerry   McArdle,   Joan   McGee,   Danny   
Morton,   Robert   Nixon   Jr.,   Charlie   O'Donnell   and   Jade   Telford.   
Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s :   Sue   Robertson.   



  

  

Prayer   for   Spiritual   Communion   

‘My   Jesus   I   believe   that   you   are   present   in   the   most   Holy   Sacrament,   I   love   you   
above   all   things   and   I   desire   to   receive   you   into   my   soul.   Since   I   cannot   at   this   
moment   receive   you   sacramentally,   come   at   least   spiritually   into   my   heart.   I   

embrace   you   as   if   you   were   already   there   and   unite   myself   wholly   to   you,   never   
permit   me   to   be   separated   from   you.    Amen.   

  

Partnership   Prayer   

Risen   Christ,   from   your   abundant   grace,  
pour   out   afresh   your   Holy   Spirit   upon   our   Diocese.     

As   we   build   on   the   deep   founda�ons   of   faith  
laid   by   the   countless   saints   of   these   Northern   lands,   

by   Aidan   and   Cuthbert,   Hilda   and   Bede  
may   our   Partnerships   con�nue   the   mission   

of   building   your   Kingdom   on   the   earth:   to   give   living   witness   to   your   love,   
and   to   your   compassion   and   hope   for   our   world.   

We   pray   in   trus�ul   confidence   that   your   power   working   in   us  
can   do   infinitely   more   than   we   can   ask   or   imagine.  

Who   live   and   reign   forever   and   ever.  
Amen   

Pope   Francis   –   Prayer   To   Mary   For   Protec�on   During   The   Covid   -   19   Pandemic  
O   Mary,   you   shine   con�nuously   on   our   journey  

as   a   sign   of   salva�on   and   hope.   
We   entrust   ourselves   to   you,   Health   of   the   Sick.   

At   the   foot   of   the   Cross   you   par�cipated   in   Jesus’   pain,   with   steadfast   faith.   
You,   Salva�on   of   the   Roman   People,   know   what   we   need.   

We   are   certain   that   you   will   provide,so   that,   as   you   did   at   Cana   of   Galilee,   
joy   and   feas�ng   might   return   a�er   this   moment   of   trial.   

Help   us,   Mother   of   Divine   Love,   to   conform   ourselves  
to   the   Father’s   will   and   to   do   what   Jesus   tells   us:   

He   who   took   our   sufferings   upon   Himself,   and   bore   our   sorrows   to   bring   us,   
through   the   Cross,   to   the   joy   of   the   Resurrec�on.   Amen.   

We   seek   refuge   under   your   protec�on,   O   Holy   Mother   of   God.   
Do   not   despise   our   pleas   –   we   who   are   put   to   the   test   –   

and   deliver   us   from   every   danger,   
O   glorious   and   blessed   Virgin   


