
  

5th   Sunday   in   Lent   Year   B    -   21st   March   2021   
  

  

  

  

The   Rich   Harvest   

As  we  draw  closer  to  Holy  Week  our  Mass  readings  take  on  a  serious  tone.  These  readings  raise                    
serious   ques�ons   too.   They   invite   us   to   look   at   our   basic   priori�es   in   life.   

Are  we  living  the  unselfish  life  that  Jesus  calls  us  to  or  are  we  merely  looking  a�er  number  one                     
and   just   thinking   about   our   own   immediate   happiness?   

In  the  gospel  this  Sunday  Jesus  gives  us  the  famous  image  of  the  grain  of  wheat  that  dies  and                     
yields  a  rich  harvest.  Take  a  grain  of  wheat  and  place  it  on  a  table  and  it  will  do  no  good  there.                        
But   put   the   grain   in   the   earth   and   let   it   die   and   it   will   sprout,   grow   and   mul�ply.   

In  dying  the  grain  bears  fruit.  At  this  point  Jesus  knew  he  was  going  to  die  but  he  also  knew                      
that  his  death  would  bear  fruit,  only  much  more  so  than  a  grain  of  wheat.  His  death  at  Easter                     
led  to  the  Resurrec�on  for  him  and  for  us.  His  death  brought  new  life  into  the  world.  But  this                     
only   came   about   because   he   was   willing   to   die   for   us.   

What  is  true  for  the  grain  of  wheat,  what  is  true  for  Jesus,  is  also  true  for  us.  In  order  to  live  a                         
frui�ul  life  we  have  to  die  too  –  die  to  our  selfish  ways.  If  we  focus  on  ourself  too  much  we  lose                        
out  but  if  we  live  more  for  others  then  we  will  gain  a  richer  life  and  eternal  life  to  come.  If  we                        
can   go   against   the   grain   of   the   world   a   rich   harvest   will   be   ours .     
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GENERAL   NOTICES   AROUND   THE   PARTNERSHIP      

    

1)    Confessions :   Fr.   Tom   and   Fr.   John   apologise   that,   due   to   the   pandemic   restric�ons,   it   has   not   
been   possible   to   have   a   public   Reconcilia�on   Service   during   this   Lenten   Season.   It   is   our   hope   
that   most   people   who   wished   to   receive   the   Sacrament   of   Penance   have   been   able   to   do   so   
during   the   regular   �me   slot   allo�ed   for   private   confessions   a�er   the   Saturday   morning   Masses   
at   St.   Patrick's.   In   order   to   make   at   least   a   li�le   extra   provision,   both   Fr.   John   and   Fr.   Tom   will   
be   hearing   Confessions   at   St.   Patrick's   a�er   the   10am   Mass   on   Saturday,   27   March,   from   
10:30am   through   un�l   Noon.   It   is   also   s�ll   possible   to   arrange   Confessions   by   private   
appointment   with   the   priests   if   Saturday   mornings   are   not   a   suitable   �me   for   some   penitents.   
For   those   who   are   concerned   that   they   are   not   fulfilling   their   Easter   duty   if   they   do   not   receive   
Reconcilia�on    before    Easter   Sunday,   please   note   that   this   has   never   been   a   strict   requirement.   
A   Confession   at   any   �me   during   the   Easter   season   fulfills   the   obliga�on,   and   Confessions   either   
on   Divine   Mercy   Sunday,   or   during   the   novena   leading   up   to   it,   are   par�cularly   commended.   In   
any   event,   because   of   COVID   19,   the   normal   obliga�ons   associated   with   the   Easter   duty   have   
been   waived   again   for   this   year,   just   as   they   were   in   2020.   

2)    Bookings   for   weekday   Masses   and   Holy   Week   /   Easter   Services :   It   is   s�ll   a   legal   
requirement   that   we   have   a   full   contact   tracing   list    before    people   begin   to   gather   for   any   
public   service   in   any   of   our   places   of   worship.   Our   clergy   have   noted   that,   par�cularly   since   the   
resump�on   of   daily   public   Masses,   a   lot   of   people   have   been   turning   up   without   pre-booking.   
In   fact,   at   some   services   this   week,   more   than   three   quarters   of   those   in   a�endance   had   not   
booked.   We   accept   that   this   was   partly   a   result   of   the   dedicated   booking   line   being   extremely   
busy   because   so   many   people   were   booking   for   Triduum   Services,   but   we   need   to   stress   that   
pre-booking   is    not    op�onal.   If   we   admit   people   to   services   who   have   not   booked,   that   is   
supposed   to   be   an   excep�on   rather   than   the   norm.   If   this   trend   of   people   turning   up   without   
booking   con�nues,   we   will   have   to   review   our   policy   about   whether   or   not   people   who   have   
not   booked   will   be   admi�ed   under   any   circumstances.   

With   respect   to   the   Holy   Week   and   Easter   services,   we   must   stress   that,   as   with   the   Christmas   
services   last   December,   they   are   filling   up   very   fast   and   people   who   have   not   booked   will   not   
be   permi�ed   to   enter.   We   do   sincerely   apologise   for   any   inconvenience   or   disappointment   that   
this   causes,   but   if   we   wish   to   con�nue   having   public   worship   at   all,   we   must   follow   the   
regula�ons   established   by   the   government   and   endorsed   by   the   Bishops.   It   might   be   worth   
remembering   in   this   context   that   Easter,   like   Christmas,   is   one   of   those   feasts   that   the   Church   
recognises   as   an   octave--meaning   that   the   Masses   for   eight   days   following   are   all   deemed   to   
be   part   of   the   same   celebra�on.   If   you   are   unable   to   book   for   Easter   Sunday   services,   please   
do   consider   booking   for   one   of   the   Masses   during   the   week   following   as   the   best   available   
alterna�ve   in   the   circumstances.   

3)    Requiem   Masses   and   Funeral   Services :   At   the   present   �me,   the   a�endance   at   these   
services   con�nues   to   be   strictly   capped,   and   all   of   these   are   considered   private   services   rather   
than   public   services.   It   is   therefore   up   to   those   family   members   of   the   deceased   person   who   
are   organising   the   services   to   determine   who   is   or   is   not   invited   to   a�end.   The   fact   that   we   
may   list   these   services   publicly   on   the   Mass   sheet   does   not   mean   that   these   services   are   now   
open   to   other   people.   We   do   this   strictly   so   that   those   who   are   prevented   from   a�ending   
because   of   the   restric�ons   are   s�ll   able   to   take   part   in   a   spiritual   communion   of   sorts   with   



  

those   who   are   at   the   services   by   praying   privately   at   home   at   the   appropriate   �me.   We   are   
aware   that   some   people   might   like   to   come   to   the   Church   and   congregate   outside   as   a   mark   of   
respect,   but,   again,   at   the   present   �me,   gatherings   of   people   from   separate   households,   even   
in   an   outdoor   se�ng,   are   legally   prohibited.   Our   parishes   are   liable   to   fines   and   poten�ally   
other   penal�es   if   people   are   gathering   on   our   property   in   defiance   of   the   law.   Please   do    not   
come   if   you   are   not   one   of   those   30   people   allowed   to   enter   the   Church   building   for   the   fune   

Easter   Services:    The   Booking   Line   to   book   a   place   is   now   open   although   most   dates   and   �mes   
are   fully   booked   Telephone   07907369233   

Evening   Mass   of   the   Lord’s   Supper   -   Holy   Thursday   
7.00pm   -   St   Patrick’s    and   7.00pm   -   St   Mary’s     

Commemora�on   of   the   Lord’s   Passion   -   Good   Friday   
3.00pm   -   St   Patrick’s   3.00pm   -   St   Mary’s  
3.00pm   -   St   Pius   3.00pm   -   Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s     

Holy   Saturday   -    Easter   Vigil  
7.00pm   -   St   Patrick’s   and   7.00pm   -   St   Mary’s     

Easter   Sunday    
9.30am   -   St   Patrick’s 9.30am   -   St   Mary’s  
11.00am   -   St   Pius   11.00am   -    Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s   

Key   Holders :   Can   we   ask   that   you   do   not   come   into   the   church   other   than   for   mass   or   private   
prayer   as   the   church   has   been   cleaned   and   we   must   avoid   any   contamina�on.   

  

Volunteers  wanted!  We  s�ll  need  new  volunteers  especially  for  cleaning  please  contact  either               
Fr.   John   or   Fr.   Tom   if   you   are   able   to   help.     

Online  Resources  during  Lockdown:  During  these  �mes  when  many  of  our  churches  are  closed                
there  are  online  resources  available,  including  Masses  and  prayer  services  being  streamed.              
Here  are  just  a  few  examples:   St  Patrick's,  Conse�,  Sunday  morning  -  9.30am  which  can  be                  
viewed  live  on  the  Pontop  Partnership  Facebook  page  and  is  archived  on  the  Pontop                
Partnership   Youtube   channel.   

You   can   also   access   live   streamed   masses   on:   
 The  Youtube  channel  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Mary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne               
h�ps://youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw   

Sky  TV/Freesat/Amazon  Fire/Apple  tv:  for  EWTN  Network  which  can  be  accessed  by  tv  and                
radio   daily   and   includes   live   streams   from   the   Va�can.     

Mass   by   phone :   to   listen   to   Mass   from   Middlesbrough   over   the   phone,   call:   01642   130120.   
  

To   Our   Catholic   Universe   And   Catholic   Times   Readers   In   The   Parish :   at   the   moment   you   are   
unable   to   collect   your   paper   at   Mass,   but   you   can   get   it   delivered   direct   to   your   home   every   
week,   Post   Free.   Please   go   to    www.thecatholicuniverse.com    or   call   them   on   0161   820   5722      

    

https://youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw?fbclid=IwAR1r41S8cBGFYbkewVlqw8J8VLoj6PHgH8CDYIIiIO-Pq_wSminlSY7DRFU
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/


  

          St   Mary’s   News     

This   Weeks   Collec�on    :   Lenten   Alms   

260   Club:    Thank   you   to   all   who   supported   our   300   club   2020.   2021   fees   now   due   £12   per   year   
per   number,   cheques   payable   to   St   Mary’s   Blackhill.   Cheques   and   cash   can   be   given   to   Jimmy.     
February   Winners :   £20   (175)   -   J   Young,     £10   (130)   -   T   McAlister,     £10   (208)   -   M   Oliver,   
£10   (202)   -   M   Waby,     £10   (141)   -   TH.     
SVP   phone   no :   07821601684.   Thank   you   for   your   support.   If   you   or   anyone   you   know   need   
support   from   the   SVP   please   give   us   a   ring.     

St   Patrick’s   News   
Lately   Deceased :   Catherine   Clark   and   Fr   Wilf   Elkin   (formerly   a   Curate   at   St   Patrick’s).   Please   
pray   for   them   and   their   families   at   this   sad   �me.   

Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s   News   

Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on :   Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on:   The   collec�on   for   the   SVP   Sudan   Feeding   
Sta�on   to   date   has   raised   £2,189.   Thank   you   for   your   con�nued   generosity.   
Lately   Deceased:    Fr   Ronnie   Richmond   former   Parish   Priest   from   February   1979   to   Setpember   
1994.   Please   pray   for   hime   and   his   family   at   this   sad   �me.   

  

Diocesan   News   
  

Lourdes :   Many   of   you   will   be   wai�ng   for   announcements   with   regards   to   our   annual   Pilgrimage   
to   Lourdes   in   July.   As   you   will   all   appreciate,   we   are   s�ll   living   in   such   difficult   and   uncertain   
�mes.   The   safety   of   ALL   who   travel   to   Lourdes   must   be   our   priority   when   making   any   decisions   
about   our   annual   Pilgrimage   in   2021.   Fr.   Watson   and   Fr.   Humble   are   in   regular   contact   with   
other   Pilgrimage   Directors   and   organisa�ons   such   as   Tangney   Tours   who   are   helping   them   to   
decide   upon   the   safest   course   of   ac�on   moving   forward.   Many   thanks   for   your   support   and   
understanding   at   this   difficult   �me.   
Since   our   last   pilgrimage   to   Lourdes   in   2019   sadly   we   have   lost   several   members   of   our   
pilgrimage   family.   Let   us   remember   them   in   our   prayers.   ‘Eternal   Rest   grant   unto   them,   O   Lord,   
and   let   perpetual   light   shine   on   them,   may   they   rest   in   peace.   Amen’.   

  
Resources   for   Lent   in   Hexham   &   Newcastle   Diocese :This   year   during   Lent,   we   are   considering   
what   it   means   to   be   Missionary   Disciples.   Reflec�ng   on   our   calling   to   ‘Go   and   make   disciples’,   
the   Vicariate   for   Faith   &   Mission   has   worked   with   Clergy   and   Laity   to   produce   daily   reflec�ons   
that   offer   support   as   you   reflect   on   the   readings   for   the   day.   The   Lenten   Daily   Reflec�ons   are   
now   available   on   the   Hexham   and   Newcastle   Diocese   website   at   
h�p://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php    to   view,   read,   download   
and   print.   The   Youth   Mission   Team   has   produced   ‘Wait   a   Minute   –   It’s   Lent’   videos,   which   will   
be   available   to   watch   on   their    YouTube   channel   

  
  
  

.   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcdhn.org.uk%2Ffaithandmission%2Fprayerlentresources.php&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb5bfb69ad7ca484ee30508d8cdde3018%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637485701460455674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MwO5tsCIfZ2PSgbAMRG7hA6gw7j%2BglJo2VdmzY2hJCo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCVlOoCyoxRWub3zoPJorMhQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb5bfb69ad7ca484ee30508d8cdde3018%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637485701460465667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FdPp48%2FDf4xnwGRH8cCEU1wiNzJKaC2ERwXIvMeHVlo%3D&reserved=0


  

  
  

ANNIVERSARIES     

St  Mary’s :  Michael  Smyth,  Catherine  Hannah,  Elizabeth  McCarte,  Lily  McCarte,           
John  Kirkup,  Elizabeth  Hagan,  Peter  Brannigan,  Michael  Haughy,  Mary  Batey,            
Norah  Lovell,  Kathleen  Curran,  Monica  Carey,  Michael  Burns,  Barnard  Hagan,            
Terence   Glancy,   Gerard   McKenna,   Michael   McQuillan,   Peter   Donaghy,   
Gary   Gaines,   Elizabeth   Rimmer,   James   Meegan.   

  
Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :   Neil   McKie   (snr),   Desmond   McNally   and   Alice   Bell.   

  
St.   Patrick’s :   Rose   Ann   Carlin,   Catherine   Campbell,   Mollie   Smith,   
Theresa   Jackson,   John   Paul   Walls,   Patricia   Osbourne,   Kathleen   Johnson,   
Bill   Crowther,   Peter   Davidson,   Agnes   Allardice,   Patrick   Gallacher,   
Michael   McNally,   Anthony   Robson,   John   Robert   McArdle,   Tony   Gallagher,   
Susan   Boyle,   Michael   Jones,   Charles   Edwin   Clark,   Kathleen   Veronica   McNally,   
Joan   Readman,   Patricia   Bea�e   and   Lee   John   Wiles.   
St.   Pius :    Catherine   Birke�,   Michael   Haughey,   Imelda   Hunt,   Mary   Ann   Mohan   
and   Rose   Wilson.   
Our   Lady   &   St   Joseph’s :   Bob   Hewitson,   Margaret   Shannon,   Jim   O’Neill,   Julie   
Tonks   (Cullen),   Marian   Richardson,   Michael   Lucy,   Margaret   Storey,   Sarah   E.   
Fountain,   Norma   Clark,   Maria   Herdman,   Les   Slavin   ,   Joseph   Liddell   Jnr    and   
Andrew   Farley.   

THOSE   WHO   ARE   SICK   IN   OUR   PARISH   
We   keep   in   our   prayers:     
St   Mary’s :   Paul   Wass,   Ryan   McBeath,   Tilly   Lockey,   Kieran   Richard   Atkinson,   
Amelia   Burns,   Norman   Riches,   Ethan   White,   James   Thomas   English,   
David   Sizmy,   Eileen   Fannon,   Mary   Barnes,   Arron   Armstrong,   Freya   Simpson,   
Maddy   Kennedy,   Mark   Adams,   Jack   Nugent,    Donna   Philips,   Joan   Kennedy,   Tom   
Slane,   Tony   Quinn,   Julianne   Kennedy,   John   Winch,   Eileen   Haughey,   
Jimmy   McGuigan,   Catherine   Hester,   David   Oliver,   Sarah   June   Quinn,   
Thomas   Eccles,   John   Ross   and   Simon   Quinn.   
Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :      James   Baker   
St.   Patrick’s :   Eileen   Fish,   Margaret   Heslop,   Anna   Bradley,   Mar�n   Rogan,   
Cheryl   Reilly,   Judith   Hindmarsh,    Nora   Robson,   Veronica   Naisbe�,   
Geraldine   Donnelly   and   Michael   Shaw.   
St   Pius :    Ivy   Agnew,   Joseph   Agnew,   Gerry   Akers,   Marie   Atherton,   Mar�n   Daly,   
Rita   Daly,   Ann   Hodgson,   Paul   Hunt,   Nancy   Malone,   Gerry   McArdle,   
Joan   McGee,   Danny   Morton,   Robert   Nixon   Jr.,   Charlie   O'Donnell   and   
Jade   Telford.   
Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s :   Sue   Robertson.   



  

  

Partnership   Prayer   

Risen   Christ,   from   your   abundant   grace,   
pour   out   afresh   your   Holy   Spirit   upon   our   Diocese.     

As   we   build   on   the   deep   founda�ons   of   faith   
laid   by   the   countless   saints   of   these   Northern   lands,   

by   Aidan   and   Cuthbert,   Hilda   and   Bede   
may   our   Partnerships   con�nue   the   mission   

of   building   your   Kingdom   on   the   earth:   
to   give   living   witness   to   your   love,   

and   to   your   compassion   and   hope   for   our   world.   
We   pray   in   trus�ul   confidence   
that   your   power   working   in   us   

can   do   infinitely   more   than   we   can   ask   or   imagine.   
Who   live   and   reign   forever   and   ever.  

Amen   

POPE   FRANCIS   –   PRAYER   TO   MARY   FOR   PROTECTION   DURING   THE     
COVID–19   PANDEMIC   

  
O   Mary,   you   shine   con�nuously   on   our   journey  

as   a   sign   of   salva�on   and   hope.   
We   entrust   ourselves   to   you,   Health   of   the   Sick.   

At   the   foot   of   the   Cross   you   par�cipated  
in   Jesus’   pain,   with   steadfast   faith.   

You,   Salva�on   of   the   Roman   People,   know   what   we   need.   
We   are   certain   that   you   will   provide,   
so   that,   as   you   did   at   Cana   of   Galilee,   

joy   and   feas�ng   might   return   a�er   this   moment   of   trial.   
Help   us,   Mother   of   Divine   Love,  

to   conform   ourselves   to   the   Father’s   will   
and   to   do   what   Jesus   tells   us:   

He   who   took   our   sufferings   upon   Himself,   
and   bore   our   sorrows   to   bring   us,   through   the   Cross,   

to   the   joy   of   the   Resurrec�on.   Amen.   
We   seek   refuge   under   your   protec�on,   O   Holy   Mother   of   God.   

Do   not   despise   our   pleas   –   we   who   are   put   to   the   test   –   
and   deliver   us   from   every   danger,   

O   glorious   and   blessed   Virgin   


