
3rd   Sunday   in   Lent   Year   B    -   7th   March   2021   
  

  

  

Higher   Law   

In  this  weekend’s  First  Reading,  God  gives  the  Israelites  the  famous  Ten  Commandments  that,                
even  now,  form  the  fundamental  basis  of  Judaeo-Chris�an  morality.  However,  our  other              
readings  remind  us  that  there’s  a  lot  more  to  true  morality  than  simply  following  the  le�er  of                   
the   law.   

In  the  Gospel  Reading,  Jesus  goes  to  the  Temple  and  sees  that,  although  the  chief  priests  and                   
elders  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  breaking  any  of  the  commandments,  they  have  lost  touch  with                 
the  love  for  God  and  neighbour  that  was  meant  to  underpin  them.  Instead  of  an  open  house                   
where  God’s  people  can  come  to  pray,  worship  and  find  forgiveness  for  their  sins,  the  Temple                  
has  been  turned  into  a  business  where  spiritual  commodi�es  can  be  bought  for  money  and  the                  
poor  are  excluded.  Jesus  uses  a  controlled  burst  of  fury  to  make  a  point  about  how  God  views                    
this  sort  of  thing.  Then,  when  the  authori�es  challenge  him,  he  predicts  his  Passion  and                 
Resurrec�on.   This   will   be   the   proof   that   he   speaks   for   God.   

In  our  Second  Reading,  St.  Paul  comments  on  how  non-believers  view  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus                 
as  proof  that  he  was  either  a  false  prophet  or  a  fool.  But  Paul  goes  on  to  say  that,  if  our  hearts                        
are  open  to  God’s  gi�  of  faith,  we  can  see  that  the  death  of  Jesus  was  neither  a  failure  nor  an                       
act  of  folly.  Instead  it  was  the  supreme  proof  of  just  how  much  God  loves  us.  And  since  death  is                      
the  ul�mate  power  in  this  world,  the  Resurrec�on  proves  that  God’s  power  transcends  every                
earthly  limit.  If  we  believe  in  Jesus  and  follow  the  way  of  self-sacrificing  love  that  he  marked                   
out   for   us,   that   love   will   ensure   that   we   keep   the   commandments   in   Spirit   and   truth.   
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GENERAL   NOTICES   AROUND   THE   PARTNERSHIP  

Public   masses   during   the   week   -   Please   remember   to   Follow   the   Guidelines :  
1)   Keep   Social   Distancing   of   at   least   2   metres   from   anyone   outside   one’s   household   bubble   at   
all   �mes   both   inside   and   outside   the   church   building.   
2)   Mask   Wearing   for   all   congregants   whilst   inside   the   church   building   (making   sure   that   both   
nose   and   mouth   are   fully   covered   at   all   �mes   except   when   receiving   Communion).  
3)   Sani�sing   Hands   on   entering   and   exi�ng   the   church   building;   and   Sani�sing   Surfaces   within   
the   church   building   between   services.     

To  enable  the  cleaners  to  know  which  seats  have  been  occupied  at  mass  and  will  therefore                  
need  cleaning  a�erwards,  please  pick  up  a  red  ‘ Seat  Occupied  Card’  from  the  Stewards  and                 
place   it   where   you   are   si�ng.   

  

In   addi�on,   we   have   been   asked :   
1)  to  con�nue  to  limit  the  size  of  our  congrega�ons  strictly  to  the  safe  numbers  calculated                  
either  by  the  type  of  service  being  celebrated  and/or  according  to  the  specific  risk  assessment                 
of   each   church   building   and     

2)  to  make  sure  that  we  have  a  complete  list  of  names  and  phone  numbers  for  a�endees  at                    
each  service  for  contact  tracing  purposes  in  the  event  that  anyone  present  tests  posi�ve  for                 
the   virus.   

While  Fr.  John  and  Fr.  Tom  are  both,  therefore,  reasonably  confident  that  public  worship                
remains  safe,  we  are  also  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  GOVERNMENT  is  asking  people  to  stay                   
at  home  as  much  as  possible  and  has  authorised  the  police  to  start  enforcing  regula�ons  about                  
permi�ed  ac�vi�es  more  strictly.  This  has  led  us  to  ques�on  whether  it  is  responsible  at  this                  
�me   to   be   holding   public   services   and   encouraging   people   to   come   out   every   single   day.   

It  is  therefore IMPORTANT  that  people   DO  NOT  congregate  outside  of  church  at  any  �me,  and                  
especially  a�er  services.  All  funerals  are  private  and  should  only  be  a�ended  at  the  request  of                  
the   family.   Gatherings   of   groups   of   people   outside   are   not   allowed.   

Furthermore,  we  would  ask  all  parishioners  to  book  in  advance  for  one  Mass  per  week  and  to                   
make  use  of  the  various  streamed  and  televised  Masses  that  are  available  on  other  days.  In  the                   
mean�me,  we  ask  everyone  to  embrace  the  spirit  of  a  generous  and  Christ-like  love—a  love                 
that  is  more  concerned  with  caring  for  the  needs  of  others  than  with  catering  to  our  own.  Real                    
Communion  with  Christ  is  as  much  about  cul�va�ng  this  disposi�on  as  it  is  about  receiving  the                  
Sacraments.     

  

Volunteers  wanted!  We  s�ll  need  new  volunteers  especially  for  cleaning  please  contact  either               
Fr.   John   or   Fr.   Tom   if   you   are   able   to   help.     

Online  Resources  during  Lockdown:  During  these  �mes  when  many  of  our  churches  are  closed                
there  are  online  resources  available,  including  Masses  and  prayer  services  being  streamed.              
Here   are   just   a   few   examples:     

St  Patrick's,  Conse�,  Sunday  morning  -  9.30am  which  can  be  viewed  live  on  the  Pontop                 
Partnership   Facebook   page   and   is   archived   on   the   Pontop   Partnership   Youtube   channel.   
You   can   also   access   live   streamed   masses   on:   



 The  Youtube  channel  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Mary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne               
h�ps://youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw   

Sky  TV/Freesat/Amazon  Fire/Apple  tv:  for  EWTN  Network  which  can  be  accessed  by  tv  and                
radio   daily   and   includes   live   streams   from   the   Va�can.     

Mass   by   phone :   to   listen   to   Mass   from   Middlesbrough   over   the   phone,   call:   01642   130120.   

  
To   Our   Catholic   Universe   And   Catholic   Times   Readers   In   The   Parish :   at   the   moment   you   are   
unable   to   collect   your   paper   at   Mass,   but   you   can   get   it   delivered   direct   to   your   home   every   
week,   Post   Free.   Please   go   to    www.thecatholicuniverse.com    or   call   them   on   0161   820   5722      

Key   Holders :   can   we   ask   that   you   don’t   come   into   church   other   than   for   mass   or   private   prayer   
as   the   church   has   been   cleaned   and   we   must   avoid   any   contamina�on.     

Easter   Services:    As   public   worship   is   now   permi�ed,   it   will   be   possible   to   celebrate   the   Easter   
Triduum   with   congrega�ons   present   this   year.   However,   there   will   be   restric�ons   on   the   
manner   in   which   the   various   elements   of   the   ceremonies   can   take   place.   The   Bishops’   
Conference   of   England   and   Wales   is   currently   preparing   the   norms   for   this   year’s   Easter  
Triduum,   which   will   be   announced   as   soon   as   possible.   

       St   Mary’s   News     

Lately   Deceased :   John   Mordue   and   Frank   Bradley.   Please   pray   for   them   and   their   families   at   
this   sad   �me.   

Collec�on :   Lenten   Alms.   

260   Club:    Thank   you   to   all   who   supported   our   300   club   2020.   2021   fees   now   due   £12   per   year   
per   number,   cheques   payable   to   St   Mary’s   Blackhill.   Cheques   and   cash   can   be   given   to   Jimmy.   
Please   put   in   an   envelope   with   your   name   on   and   mark   for   260   club.    Thank   you.   
February   Winners :   £20   (175)   -   J   Young,     £10   (130)   -   T   McAlister,     £10   (208)   -   M   Oliver,   
£10   (202)   -   M   Waby,     £10   (141)   -   TH.     
SVP   phone   no :   07821601684.   Thank   you   for   your   support.   If   you   or   anyone   you   know   need   
support   from   the   SVP   please   give   us   a   ring.     

  

St   Patrick’s   News   
  

Lately   Deceased :   Peter   Hughes   and   Tom   McCrory.   Please   pray   for   them   and   their   families   at   
this   sad   �me.   

300   Club   Update :   It   had   been   hoped   to   restart   the   300   Club   in   June   this   year   but   because   of   
con�nuing   Government   restric�ons   caused   by   Covid   19   it   was   decided   against.   We   are   
confident   that   the   300   club   will   be   up   and   running   in   June   2022   when   we   will   also   hold   the   last   
three   draws   of   2020   which   had   to   be   postponed   because   of   the   lockdown.   With   Best   Wishes   to   
all   our   members.   Organisers   Chris�ne,   Clare   and   Josie   
APF   -   Mill   HillMissionaries :    An   amount   of   £583.06   has   been   deposited   with   the   bank   for   this   
cause.    The   breakdown   of   the   monies   is   as   follows:-   £331.46   -   St   Patrick's   £247.64   -   St   Pius'  
£3.96   -   Brooms.   Many   thanks   to   all   who   contribute.   

  

https://youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw?fbclid=IwAR1r41S8cBGFYbkewVlqw8J8VLoj6PHgH8CDYIIiIO-Pq_wSminlSY7DRFU
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/


St   Pius   News   
Lately   Deceased :   Irene   Clancy.   Please   pray   for   her   and   her   family   at   this   sad   �me.   

Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s   News   

Lately   Deceased :   Owen   Lee.   Please   pray   for   him   and   his   family   at   this   sad   �me.   

Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on :   Sudan   Feeding   Sta�on:   The   collec�on   for   the   SVP   Sudan   Feeding   
Sta�on   to   date   has   raised   £2,157.   Thank   you   for   your   con�nued   generosity.   

Diocesan   News   
  

Lourdes :   Many   of   you   will   be   wai�ng   for   announcements   with   regards   to   our   annual   Pilgrimage   
to   Lourdes   in   July.   As   you   will   all   appreciate,   we   are   s�ll   living   in   such   difficult   and   uncertain   
�mes.   The   safety   of   ALL   who   travel   to   Lourdes   must   be   our   priority   when   making   any   decisions   
about   our   annual   Pilgrimage   in   2021.   Fr.   Watson   and   Fr.   Humble   are   in   regular   contact   with   
other   Pilgrimage   Directors   and   organisa�ons   such   as   Tangney   Tours   who   are   helping   them   to   
decide   upon   the   safest   course   of   ac�on   moving   forward.   Many   thanks   for   your   support   and   
understanding   at   this   difficult   �me.   
Since   our   last   pilgrimage   to   Lourdes   in   2019   sadly   we   have   lost   several   members   of   our   
pilgrimage   family.   Let   us   remember   them   in   our   prayers.   ‘Eternal   Rest   grant   unto   them,   O   Lord,   
and   let   perpetual   light   shine   on   them,   may   they   rest   in   peace.   Amen’.   

  
Resources   for   Lent   in   Hexham   &   Newcastle   Diocese :This   year   as   we   enter   Lent,   we   are   
considering   what   it   means   to   be   Missionary   Disciples.   Reflec�ng   on   our   calling   to   ‘Go   and   make   
disciples’,   the   Vicariate   for   Faith   &   Mission   has   worked   with   Clergy   and   Laity   to   produce   daily   
reflec�ons   that   offer   support   as   you   reflect   on   the   readings   for   the   day.   The   Lenten   Daily   
Reflec�ons   are   now   available   on   the   Hexham   and   Newcastle   Diocese   website   at   
h�p://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php    to   view,   read,   download   
and   print.   The   Youth   Mission   Team   has   produced   ‘Wait   a   Minute   –   It’s   Lent’   videos,   which   will   
be   available   to   watch   on   their    YouTube   channel   

  
Other   News   

The   Na�onal   Novena   to   St   Joseph :   will   take   place   from   10 th -   18 th    March   2021   at   St   Joseph’s   
Church   in   Maidenhead.    In   this   Year   dedicated   to   St.   Joseph,   the   Mill   Hill   Missionaries   are   
preparing   for   the   Feast   of   St   Joseph,   their   patron,   with   a   special   Novena   of   Masses   and   prayers   
to   ask   for   God’s   blessing   on   their   Society’s   missionary   outreach,   and   for   the   inten�ons   of   all   
those   who   support   their   work.   If   you   are   able,   and   if   it   is   possible   to   a�end,   Masses   are   on   
Wednesday   to   Friday   (10-12   March),   at   7.30pm,   Saturday,   13   March   at   10am,   Sunday,   14   
March   at   11.00am,   Monday   –Thursday   (15-18   March)   at   7.30pm.     

If   you   are   unable   to   a�end   but   would   like   to   join   in   from   home,   for   the   first   �me   this   year,   
Masses   from   St.   Joseph’s   Church   will   be   available   to   follow   on   Zoom   and   YouTube   via   the   
parish   website:    stjosephsparish.co.uk    and   the   Mill   Hill   website:   
www.millhillmissionaries.com/novena ,   where   you   will   also   find   the   Novena   prayer   leaflet.     

You   can   also   join   in   by   praying   the   daily   Novena   prayer,   which   will   be   in   your   Novena   prayer   
leaflet.    You   are   welcome   to   send   in   your   pe��ons   and/or   to   request   a   printed   Novena   prayer   
leaflet.    Please   write   to   the   Novena   Director,   41   Victoria   Road,   Liverpool,   L37   1LW,   or   email   
novenamhm@gmail.com .   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcdhn.org.uk%2Ffaithandmission%2Fprayerlentresources.php&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb5bfb69ad7ca484ee30508d8cdde3018%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637485701460455674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MwO5tsCIfZ2PSgbAMRG7hA6gw7j%2BglJo2VdmzY2hJCo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCVlOoCyoxRWub3zoPJorMhQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb5bfb69ad7ca484ee30508d8cdde3018%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637485701460465667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FdPp48%2FDf4xnwGRH8cCEU1wiNzJKaC2ERwXIvMeHVlo%3D&reserved=0
https://missio.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21674241bf803ffc7d5c45fd7&id=50a600f9ad&e=55cf86510e
https://missio.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21674241bf803ffc7d5c45fd7&id=f9f24be498&e=55cf86510e
mailto:novenamhm@gmail.com


  

ANNIVERSARIES     
  

St  Mary’s :  Peter  Walls,  Teresa  Lillian  Na�rass,  Helen  Marie  Tucker,   Thomas             
Hewitson,  Jackie  Graham,  Robert  Rodgers,  David  Christopher  Chivers,  James           
Million,  John  Toner,  James  Welsh  Theresa  Bell,  Peter  Ward,  Mary  McArdle,             
Mary  Clarke,  Anthony  Mar�n,  Peter  James  Quigley,  Eric  George  Tucker,  Mar�n             
Rogan,  Joseph  Richardson,  Terry  Akers,  Joseph  Fullen,  Henry  Waggo�,  Mary            
Ann   Brady.   

  
Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :   Neil   McKie   (snr),   Desmond   McNally   and   Alice   Bell.   

  
St.   Patrick’s :   Rose   Ann   Carlin,   Catherine   Campbell,   Mollie   Smith,   
Theresa   Jackson,   John   Paul   Walls,   Patricia   Osbourne,   Kathleen   Johnson,   
Bill   Crowther,   Peter   Davidson,   Agnes   Allardice,   Patrick   Gallacher,   
Michael   McNally,   Anthony   Robson,   John   Robert   McArdle,   Tony   Gallagher,   
Susan   Boyle,   Michael   Jones,   Charles   Edwin   Clark,   Kathleen   Veronica   McNally,   
Joan   Readman,   Patricia   Bea�e   and   Lee   John   Wiles.   

  
St.   Pius : Kathleen   Agnew,   Mary   Ellen   Akers,   John   Dorri�,   Margaret   Forster,   
Margaret   Hull,   Emily   McGuigan,   Linda   Ann   Thompson   and   Olive   Veitch.   

  
Our   Lady   &   St   Joseph’s :   Bob   Hewitson,   Margaret   Shannon,   Jim   O’Neill,   Julie   
Tonks   (Cullen),   Marian   Richardson,   Michael   Lucy,   Margaret   Storey,   Sarah   E.   
Fountain,   Norma   Clark,   Maria   Herdman,   Les   Slavin   and   Joseph   Liddell   Jnr.   

THOSE   WHO   ARE   SICK   IN   OUR   PARISH   
We   keep   in   our   prayers:     
St   Mary’s :   Paul   Wass,   Ryan   McBeath,   Tilly   Lockey,   Kieran   Richard   Atkinson,   
Amelia   Burns,   Norman   Riches,   Ethan   White,   James   Thomas   English,   
David   Sizmy,   Eileen   Fannon,   Mary   Barnes,   Arron   Armstrong,   Freya   Simpson,   
Maddy   Kennedy,   Mark   Adams,   Jack   Nugent,    Donna   Philips,   Joan   Kennedy,   Tom   
Slane,   Tony   Quinn,   Julianne   Kennedy,   John   Winch,   Eileen   Haughey,   
Jimmy   McGuigan,   Catherine   Hester,   David   Oliver,   Sarah   June   Quinn,   
Thomas   Eccles,   John   Ross   and   Simon   Quinn.   
Our   Lady   of   the   Rosary :      James   Baker   
St.   Patrick’s :   Eileen   Fish,   Margaret   Heslop,   Anna   Bradley,   Mar�n   Rogan,   
Cheryl   Reilly,   Judith   Hindmarsh,    Nora   Robson,   Veronica   Naisbe�,   
Geraldine   Donnelly   and   Michael   Shaw.   
St   Pius :    Ivy   Agnew,   Joseph   Agnew,   Gerry   Akers,   Marie   Atherton,   Mar�n   Daly,   
Rita   Daly,   Ann   Hodgson,   Paul   Hunt,   Nancy   Malone,   Gerry   McArdle,   
Joan   McGee,   Danny   Morton,   Robert   Nixon   Jr.,   Charlie   O'Donnell   and   
Jade   Telford.   
Our   Lady   and   St   Joseph’s :   Sue   Robertson.   



  

Partnership   Prayer   

Risen   Christ,   from   your   abundant   grace,   
pour   out   afresh   your   Holy   Spirit   upon   our   Diocese.     

As   we   build   on   the   deep   founda�ons   of   faith   
laid   by   the   countless   saints   of   these   Northern   lands,   

by   Aidan   and   Cuthbert,   Hilda   and   Bede   
may   our   Partnerships   con�nue   the   mission   

of   building   your   Kingdom   on   the   earth:   
to   give   living   witness   to   your   love,   

and   to   your   compassion   and   hope   for   our   world.   
We   pray   in   trus�ul   confidence   
that   your   power   working   in   us   

can   do   infinitely   more   than   we   can   ask   or   imagine.   
Who   live   and   reign   forever   and   ever.  

Amen   

POPE   FRANCIS   –   PRAYER   TO   MARY   FOR   PROTECTION   DURING   THE     
COVID–19   PANDEMIC   

  
O   Mary,   you   shine   con�nuously   on   our   journey  

as   a   sign   of   salva�on   and   hope.   
We   entrust   ourselves   to   you,   Health   of   the   Sick.   

At   the   foot   of   the   Cross   you   par�cipated  
in   Jesus’   pain,   with   steadfast   faith.   

You,   Salva�on   of   the   Roman   People,   know   what   we   need.   
We   are   certain   that   you   will   provide,   
so   that,   as   you   did   at   Cana   of   Galilee,   

joy   and   feas�ng   might   return   a�er   this   moment   of   trial.   
Help   us,   Mother   of   Divine   Love,  

to   conform   ourselves   to   the   Father’s   will   
and   to   do   what   Jesus   tells   us:   

He   who   took   our   sufferings   upon   Himself,   
and   bore   our   sorrows   to   bring   us,   through   the   Cross,   

to   the   joy   of   the   Resurrec�on.   Amen.   
We   seek   refuge   under   your   protec�on,   O   Holy   Mother   of   God.   

Do   not   despise   our   pleas   –   we   who   are   put   to   the   test   –   
and   deliver   us   from   every   danger,   

O   glorious   and   blessed   Virgin   


