
 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A - 9nd August 2020 
 

 

 

Responding to the Lord’s call 
Today’s Gospel reading invites us to reflect on the ways that the Lord may be calling us, to 

take some new step in our relationship with him.  When it comes to our relationship with the 

Lord, it can be tempting to stay put, to keep to what we know, to hold on to what is familiar to 

us.  Yet, the Lord is always calling us to offer ourselves to him in new ways.  The Lord’s call to 

‘come’ will take different forms for different people. It may be an invitation to grow in our 

understanding of our faith, through reading, reflection and study, or to use our gifts in a new 

way within the parish community.  It might take the form of a call to become more prayerful, 

more attuned to the gentle breeze of the Lord’s voice, referred to in today’s first reading, or a 

call to take some step to become reconciled with someone, from whom we have been 

estranged for a long time. 

When we respond to that call of the Lord, when we step out into a new domain, our 

experience can be a little like that of Peter.  We might sense that we are now out of our depth; 

we can begin to feel we are sinking.  We wonder why we ever left the boat in the first place, 

why we did not stay put.  Today’s Gospel reading, however, assures us that whenever we 

respond to the Lord’s invitation to ‘come’, he will be there to support us.  Even when we begin 

to doubt him, the Lord does not lose faith in us.  He will hear us when we cry out to him, ‘Lord 

save me’, and he will reach out to hold us firm, and prevent us from sinking.  The one who calls 

us to journey towards him, does not leave us to our own devices when we respond to his call. 

He journeys with us, and if we keep turning towards him, we too, like Peter and the disciples, 

will find ourselves exclaiming ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

Reopening of Churches – An Update 

THE REOPENING OF ST. PATRICK’S CONSETT FOR MASS AND PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

MASS:  Monday and Wednesday 10am. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday 10am and 6.30pm.  Sunday 9.30am and 11am 

ATTENDANCE AT MASS REQUIRES PRE-BOOKING - FULL DETAILS IN SEPARATE NOTICE 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER: Monday to Saturday 12am – 2pm. Sunday 2pm – 4pm. 

(Note the changed start time Monday to Friday) 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of the Coronavirus , PLEASE STAY AT HOME. 

General Rules 

● Enter through the main doors at the FRONT of Church. When you arrive in the porch 

please use hand sanitiser provided. Stewards will be on duty to help you. 

● A ONE WAY system will be in operation. Follow the arrows on the floor to benches. 

Enter your bench from the central aisle and move to the far end of the bench to enable 

someone else to sit in the same bench.  

● Every other bench is allocated for use. Main benches will seat three people, sitting 2 

metres apart. Benches in front of Lady Chapel seat one person only.  

● To light a votive candle take one and light from another candle or ‘master candle’ on 

stand. In the interests of hygiene please do not share lighters or tapers.  

● To EXIT the Church please leave through the normal side entrance after sanitising your 

hands once again. 

● If large numbers of people attend at one time there will be a queuing system at main 

entrance. If the Church is busy please be considerate with your time spent in the 

building so others may enter and silently pray. 

LAST ENTRY ON MONDAYS TO SATURDAYS WILL BE 1.45pm AND 3.45pm ON A 

SUNDAY.  

  



 

Around the Partnership 

Lately Deceased.   John Bell, Betty Carr and Maureen Taggart.  Please remember to pray for 
them and their families at this sad time. 

Confessions: At present the Sacrament of Reconciliation is by appointment only. However, 
from Saturday 25th July Confessions are once again available at a set time at St. Patrick’s, 
Consett. Times for Confessions will be between 10.45am – 11.30am every Saturday morning. 

Importance of Pre-booking for Mass: Until now it has usually been possible to accommodate 
anyone who has arrived for Mass without booking.  As more people are becoming aware that 
we are open and also as they become more confident going to public gatherings we expect 
numbers to continue growing.  The current safe capacity for St. Patrick's Church, Consett is 50 
people. If you have not pre-booked your place at Mass (Please call 07907 369233 between 12 
and 2pm Monday to Saturday) you will have to wait in a queue. If the church reaches capacity 
of 50 people and you have not pre-booked you will be turned away. 

Volunteers wanted!  Fr. John and Fr. Tom would like to express their very deep thanks and 
appreciation to everyone who’s been helping out with the Masses and periods of private 
prayer at St. Patrick’s. Unfortunately, for various reasons, some of our initial volunteers have 
had to stand down, and we could use more help going forward. We’re hoping to re-open St. 
Mary’s in the relatively near future, but we’ll need even more people to volunteer before that 
can happen. If you think you could help, please contact either Fr. John or Fr. Tom as soon as 
possible. Even for those volunteers who are already involved, we need to know: a) if you’re 
willing to help out just at one church or at more than one; and b) which church or churches 
you’d be available for. Many thanks. 

Partnership events on You Tube: You can now watch Partnership events on YouTube,  
https://www.youtube.com/c/PontopPartnershipUK PLEASE NOTE THIS IS AN UPDATED ADDRESS 

With the commencement of daily public Masses Fr John will no longer be posting daily 
reflections. Mass on Sunday at 9.30 am will continue to be live streamed. 

The Holy Face Prayer Group: This has resumed on Monday evenings at 6pm in St. Patrick's 
Church. This Day/time is on a temporary basis only. We warmly welcome anyone who might 
wish to come and join in our striving towards Adoration; Reparation; Evangelization and 
Outreach/ Service. Please contact Maggie Quinn (01207) 506425 for further details. 

CAFOD: If you are online to CAFOD, you will have had messages from them of various talks 
since Lockdown started in May.  The donations from the Lenten Fast Day in March will be 
acknowledged when the office opens, in the meantime I hope the information below gives you 
some idea of CAFOD’s work.  Follow-up to recent campaigns:- 

1. Mahinur, the problems with fishing, with CAFOD’s help she has been growing aubergines, 
chillies, papaya, pumpkin, coriander and mustard. She has been able to sell the excess in the 
market. Now a better and healthier life. 

2. Buying from the World Gifts catalogue : 2,468 vegetable gardens, 2,446 trees, 3,719 happy 
queen bees, 1,906 chirpy chickens and taught 3,843 children to read. All bringing happiness to 
so many. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/PontopPartnershipUK


 

The annual pilgrimage to Walsingham: This has been postponed for the time being.  Further 
information for anyone who had already booked will follow. 

 

Around The Diocese 

Churches open for mass:  As more churches become open for Mass or for private prayer their 
details are updated on the Diocesan website at www.rcdhn.org.uk. 

To Our Catholic Universe And Catholic Times Readers In The Parish:- at the moment you are 
unable to collect your paper at Mass, but you can get it delivered direct to your home every 
week, Post Free.   Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722 
and they will arrange for you. Special Offer 3 Months :-£18.00 or 12 Months:- £72.00  

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/


 

Pontop Partnership Temporary Holy Mass 
Arrangements During the Coronavirus Pandemic at St. Patrick’s Church, Consett  

 
BOOKING SYSTEM 

To book a place at Mass you must phone this special number 07907 369233 which is 
manned between 12 and 2pm Monday to Saturday.  Do not phone St. Patrick’s Parish Number 
to book a place or email / text or any other churches. 

CAPACITY 

The current safe capacity for St. Patrick's Church, Consett is 50 people. If you have not 
pre-booked your place at Mass (Please call 07907 369233 between 12 and 2pm Monday to 
Saturday) you will have to wait in a queue. If the church reaches capacity of 50 people and you 
have not pre-booked you will be turned away. 

In these times of pandemic it is not a sin to miss a Mass on a Sunday. With this in mind we ask 
that you consider the possibility of attending Mass on a weekday when possible.  We may 
restrict the number of attendances per person for weekday masses to allow as many people as 
possible to attend each week.  Only one attendance per person for the Saturday vigil and two 
Sunday morning masses is allowed. To repeat: booking is essential - if it is busy and you 
haven’t booked you will not be allowed entry. 

FACE MASKS 

From Saturday 6th August these are now required by law.  The updated guidance from the 
Bishops Conference states: 

Face coverings will be mandatory in Places of Worship from Saturday 8th August 2020. 
All those who are attending churches must wear a face covering unless they are exempt 
from doing so. This is for the good of all who gather in the Church for Mass as it is an 
enclosed public space where there are people from differing households who they do 
not normally meet.4 Priests in the sanctuary providing they are sufficiently distant (2m 
or more) from the congregation do not need to wear a face covering except when 
distributing Holy Communion (please see below). Other ministers in the sanctuary 
should wear face coverings and remain socially distant from the celebrant. 

TRACK AND TRACE 

To comply with government guidelines we have to keep a temporary record of all people 
attending Mass to help with the NHS Track and Trace programme. These Mass times are 
subject to change when funerals or weddings are celebrated. 

TIMES 

Mondays 10am 
Tuesdays 10am and 6.30pm 
Wednesdays 10am 
Thursdays 10am and 6.30pm 
Fridays 10am and 6.30pm 
Saturdays 10am 

Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sundays 9.30am and 11am 
 

Private Prayer will continue but at the revised time of 12noon to 2pm Monday to Saturday. 
Sunday remains at 2pm to 4pm. 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

St Mary’s: Margaret Healey, John Pearson Welsh, (Baby) Sarah Ann Holt, Thomas Boyle, 

Dianne Johnson, Patricia Feltham, Brother Mark (of the De la Salle Brothers), William Miller, 

Margaret Mary Bowery, Raymond Penman, Freda Hagan, George Jones, Thomas Kennedy, 

John Naisbitt, George Kevin Roberts, John William Bell, Frederick Malpass, John Page, 

Maureen Counsell, Nicholas Kearney, Thomas Lambert and  James (Jim) Ward. 

Our Lady Of The Rosary:  
St. Patrick’s: Marie Campbell, Thomas Murray, David Lumley, Richard Lumb, Theresa Askew, 

James Colin Laidlaw, Leonard Stephenson, Hilda Grimes, Joan Butler, John P Sheekey,  

Mary Fortunato, Joseph Kileen, Elizabeth Quinn, Maureen Green, Anita Fulford, Sean 

Melody, Martin Jennings, Marie Therese Joyce, Aileen Marie Reilly, Larna Hobson, Gus 

McArdle, Andrew Hanson, Maureen Fox, Ronald Harris, Brian Murphy, Margaret Joan 

Furness,  

Oswald Johnson, Dennis McDonagh, Moira Dyer and Patricia Colburne. 

St Pius X:  Mary Patricia (Pat) Collins and Raymond Penman. 

Our Lady & St Joseph’s:June Williamson, Catherine Williamson, Teresa Toole and  

Peter Grogan. 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISH 

We keep in our prayers  

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Tilly Lockey, Kieran Richard Atkinson, Amelia Burns, 

Norman Riches, Ethan White, James Thomas English, David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon,  

Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Freya Simpson, Maddy Kennedy, Mark Adams, Jack Nugent, 

Donna Philips, Joan Kennedy, Tom Slane, Tony Quinn, Julianne Kennedy, John Winch,  

Eileen Haughey, Catherine Murphy, Jimmy McGuigan, Catherine Hester, David Oliver,  

Teresa Rogan, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, John Ross and Alma Byrne. 

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker 

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Martin Rogan, Cheryl Reilly,  

Judith Hindmarsh,  Nora Robson, Veronica Naisbett and Geraldine Donnelly 

St Pius:  Charles Albert Akers, Catherine Brady, Michael Haughey, Paddy Thorpe and  

May Wilson.  

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Sue Robertson and Thomas Williamson 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP PRAYER 

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace, 
pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.  

As we build on the deep foundations of faith 
laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede 
may our Partnerships continue the mission 

of building your Kingdom on the earth: 
to give living witness to your love, 

and to your compassion and hope for our world. 
We pray in trustful confidence 
that your power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Who live and reign forever and ever. 

Amen 

 
Pope Francis – Prayer to Mary for Protection during the COVID–19 Pandemic. 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, 

so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 

and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 


