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Lockdown – opportunity for finding God. 

Well, Easter has arrived after a very different lent. For most Lent has been a time of 

apprehension, anxiety and in some cases fear, as we entered a phase of lockdown during the 

virus pandemic. A situation we may find unwelcome but necessary to keep people safe, slow 

the spread of the virus and ultimately save lives. In a short space of time our world has 

become a very different place. 

The same was true for the followers of Jesus, their world also became a different place in a 

short period of time. Just last Sunday Jesus made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, hailed 

as a King, yet within a week he was dead, His physical presence was taken away from his 

disciples, they were unable to visit him, see him – they were lost, confused felt abandoned in 

their time of need, until the first Easter when he reappeared after his resurrection from the 

dead. 

At this time, it is the same for us, we have the same feelings, our churches are locked, we are 

unable to “pay a visit”, mass is said in private, we could feel abandoned. However, this gives us 

the opportunity to understand who God is and what he means to us. To develop our prayer 

life in the privacy of our own homes, just God and us. 

This lockdown is temporary but the presence of God in our lives is permanent, established by 

the events of that first Easter, and this time is an opportunity to find other ways of recognising 

and nurturing that presence and turning to God in prayer, understanding that at this time, 

locked in our homes we are not alone. 

Lockdown is a time for us to appreciate what is important to us and to do so in the knowledge 

that God is always with us. 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

Around the Partnership 
Easter Message 

On behalf of myself and Fr. John, I’d like to wish you all a very happy and holy Easter season. It                     

is a very strange and challenging time, trying to come to terms with Covid 19 and the fact that                   

so many of us are living in isolation: trapped inside for the most part; and cut off to some                   

extent from some of our loved ones and from our parish communities. It’s very important at                

this time to remember that God is still with each and every one of us even now through the                   

Holy Spirit. It is our shared faith in him; the love we all have for him and for each other; and                     

our partaking of the same Spirit that is our most powerful point of connection. We are always                 

members of the Mystical Body of Christ and no force in the universe can shatter that bond as                  

long as we hold to it. This is the case, even at the best of times, but perhaps the current crisis                     

should inspire us all to recognise it more fully and to be even more thankful for it. The greatest                   

crisis in the history of the Church is already past. Jesus was dead and lying in the tomb and                   

that seemed to be the end of everything. The Resurrection is our constant reminder that God’s                

love really does conquer all and that it will carry us through any and every crisis as long as we                    

open our hearts to it. Keep the faith in whatever way you can through Holy Week and Easter,                  

either with the assistance of the internet or the television or in private prayer. Show love to                 

the people around you in whatever way you can within the guidelines we’ve all received.               

Know that you are very much in the minds and hearts of your priests; that we are constantly                  

praying for you; and that we are eager for something akin to Pentecost, when we can all                 

emerge from our isolation and come together again. 
 

May God bless you all,  

Fr. Tom and Fr. John 

 
Lately Deceased: Colin Mould, Lee John Wiles, Rose Clifford, Jim Brolly, and Margaret 

Naughton.Please remember them and their families at this sad time. 

Partnership events on You Tube: You can now watch Partnership events on YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGi6Hs_KQ0XE1HTHye9ovlg 

Thank you to Fr John who, via our Facebook page, has been providing us with a daily Gospel 

reflection sometime in the afternoon and now Mass on Sunday at 9.30 am 

The annual pilgrimage to Walsingham: will take place from Friday 21st to  Monday 24th August 

2020. The cost will be £205.00 standard and £255 ensuite. We are limited to 49 places. This 

means that places will be allocated strictly on a first come first served basis. Would those 

wishing to take part in the pilgrimage please contact Jim McArdle on 501938 as soon as 

possible. A deposit of £50 is payable when booking your place. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGi6Hs_KQ0XE1HTHye9ovlg


 

Around The Diocese 

Live streaming Masses: are being held in the following Parishes. St Cuthbert’s and St Joseph’s 

in North Shields will be live streaming for the Easter Tridium. Details below. Also check for 

Exposition and daily prayers. 

Billingham, St. Thomas of Canterbury – Via Facebook page, Mass usually at 12.00 noon, 

Exposistion at 1.00pm and Benediction at 2.00pm everyday. 

Cramlington, St. Paul's – Are live streaming Masses through the Facebook Page. Masses will be 

celebrated every day at 10.00am including Sunday. They will also celebrate a Sunday Vigil 

mass on a Saturday evening at 6.00pm. 

Crook, St. Cuthbert's – Mass daily at 10.00am via Facebook (Parish of the holy Family 

Hartlepool Facebook page). Morning prayer streamed daily at 9:30am before mass. 

Hartlepool, Parish of the Holy Family – Mass at 10.00am on Sunday and 6.00pm on 

Wednesday via their Facebook page. Stations of the cross are streamed at 9:30am on 

Saturday. 

Hexham, St. Mary's – Are now broadcasting a high quality stream of Mass and other services 

live from. This can be accessed on via their parish website www.stmaryshexham.org.uk and 

their YouTube channel. Timings; Sunday Mass 10.00am, weekday Mass 6.00pm and Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament Sunday 4.00pm. 

Newcastle, The Cathedral Church of St. Mary – The Cathedral will live stream Holy Mass each 

day Monday to Saturday at 12.00 noon and on a Sunday at 11.30am. Mass will still be offered 

for specific intentions. Please check the Partnership website for any further updates. The live 

stream of Mass can be found on the Cathedral's YouTube Channel. There will also be a live 

streaming of a time of quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and devotions from 5.00pm 

until 5.45pm. 

North Shields, Parish of St. Cuthbert's and St. Joseph's – Sunday Mass at 11.00am via 

Facebook. Triduum Services being streamed include; Maundy Thursday 7.30pm, Good Friday 

3.00pm, Saturday Easter Vigil 8.00pm and Easter Sunday Eucharist 11.00am. 

 

Pope Francis – Prayer to Mary for Protection during the COVID–19 Pandemic. 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.At the foot of the Cross you participated in 

Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.Help us, Mother of Divine Love,to 

conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself,and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our pleas – we 

who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

https://www.facebook.com/rcdhnbillingham/
https://www.facebook.com/rcdhnbillingham/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-RC-Church-Daily-Mass-101510661498182/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-RC-Church-Daily-Mass-101510661498182/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryshartlepool/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryshartlepool/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryshartlepool/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryshartlepool/
https://www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/
https://www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Saint-Cuthbert-and-Saint-Joseph-North-Shields-798826703506481/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Saint-Cuthbert-and-Saint-Joseph-North-Shields-798826703506481/


 

ANNIVERSARIES  

St Mary’s:  Wilhelmina Martin, Philip Reilly, Gerard Scott, Kathleen McKenna, Jill Erington, 
Edna Tucker, Joe Coleman, Margaret Guy, Mary Howarth, John Routledge, Beatrice May 
Williamson, Mary Robson, Margaret Alderson, Walter Forster, James Copeland, Yinka 
Obubela, Mary Glaister, Teresa Watson, Imelda Hogg. 

Our Lady Of The Rosary: Susan McKie 

St. Patrick’s: James Conney, James Darroch, Anthony Rogers, Peter Donaghy,Dominic 
Lawrence Clarke, Enid Watson, Arthur Page, Virginia Rossi, Gwen Routledge, Brian Grimes, 
Susan O’Neill, John Nicholson, Charlie Glynn, Frank Wall, Mary Lynn, Kathleen Morrisroe, 
Thomas Reynolds, Bernadette McAloon, Patrick Dent, Brian Murray, Lawrence Watson, 
Francis McGuigan, Keith Hutton, John Donoghue, Janet Robson, Davis Adams, Gerard Lydon. 

St Pius X: John Evan Diver, Father James Doherty, Jack Gettings, Jans & Maureen Meyer, 
Joe Veitch and Andrew Whales.  

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Catherine Cullen, Tony Williamson, Tommy Fountain, Kate Liddell 
(O’Donnell), Kathleen Appleby. 

 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PARISH 

We keep in our prayers  

St Mary’s: Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Tilly Lockey, Kieran Richard Atkinson, Amelia Burns, 
Norman Riches, Ethan White, James Thomas English, David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon,  
Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Freya Simpson, Maddy Kennedy, Mark Adams, Jack Nugent, 
Donna Philips, Joan Kennedy, Tom Slane, Tony Quinn, Julianne Kennedy, John Winch,  
Eileen Haughey, Catherine Murphy, Jimmy McGuigan, Catherine Hester, David Oliver,  
Teresa Rogan, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, John Ross and Alma Byrne. 

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker 

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Martin Rogan, Cheryl Reilly,  
Judith Hindmarsh,  Nora Robson, Veronica Naisbett, Geraldine Donnelly and  
Margaret Naughton 

St Pius:  Ivy Agnew, Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Dot Atherton, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly, 
Rita Daly, Ann Hodgson, Paul Hunt, Nancy Malone, Gerry McArdle, Joan McGee,  
Danny Morton, Robert Nixon Jr., Charlie O'Donnell and Jade Telford. 

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Sue Robertson and Thomas Williamson 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

PARTNERSHIP PRAYER 

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace, 
pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.  

As we build on the deep foundations of faith 
laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede 
may our Partnerships continue the mission 

of building your Kingdom on the earth: 
to give living witness to your love, 

and to your compassion and hope for our world. 
We pray in trustful confidence 
that your power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Who live and reign forever and ever. 

Amen 

 
Pope Francis – Prayer to Mary for Protection during the COVID–19 Pandemic. 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, 

so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 

and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 


