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Pontop Partnership is made up of 10 parishes in North West Durham

Mass times are correct at the time of printing.  Always check parish newsletters and social media for notice of changes.
Parish Contact Details (Hours shown are the times the office is normally open)
Parish Telephone Office Opening Email

St. Patrick's, Consett

01207 502196
Monday, Thursday and

Friday
9am – 2pm

consett.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.ukSt Pius X, Moorside

Our Lady & St Joseph, Brooms

All Saints, Lanchester
01207 520374

Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
8.30am – 11.30am

lanchester.allsaints@rcdhn.org.uk
St Teresa's, Annfield Plain

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Blackhill
01207 502320

Tuesday-Friday
10am-2pm blackhill.ourblessedlady@rcdhn.org.uk

Our Lady of The Rosary, Shotley Bridge

St Joseph's, Stanley

01207 299012

Tuesday & Wednesday
9.30am – 2.30pm

Thursday
9.30am  - 12.30pm

stanley.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.ukSt Patrick's, Dipton

Sacred Heart, Byermoor

Hospital Chaplains

If you or a relative or friend are in hospital and wish to see a Catholic chaplain you need to make the staff 
aware that is what you want as they no longer do that automatically.  The Chaplain at our main local hospital, 
The University Hospital, North Road, Durham, is Fr Paul Tully who can be contacted either through the 
switchboard on 0191 333 2333 or in person on 0191 526 5131

Full contact details of the chaplains throughout the hospitals in our diocese can be found on the diocesan 
website at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/health/health_chaplains.php
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AN INTRODUCTION FROM THE PARTNERSHIP DEAN
Welcome to the second edition of the Pontop Partnership
magazine.  First of all, I would like to thank you for the warm
welcome, it is nice to be back in the area and I look forward
to working with everyone.  By journeying together let us see
how we can help enrich the Catholic community of this area
and encounter the Gospel.  Let us also see how we can best
support one another to fulfil our baptismal calling and to
enable others to come to know Christ.  
I hope you enjoy reading the magazine
God Bless
Father Dermott Donnelly
Dean of Pontop Partnership 

Farewell Fr Kevin
After five years working in the parishes of St. Joseph, Stanley, St. Patrick, Dipton and Sacred 
Heart, Byermoor, as well as being Partnership Dean, Father Kevin Dixon celebrated a final 
Sunday Mass of Thanksgiving on September 8th ’19, with parishioners and friends. The people 
of the parish, young and old, gave him a “Thank You” Book,  filled with letters, cards, poems, 
pictures and good wishes for all the care and consideration shown during his ministry. There 
was also a monetary gift and gifts from the primary school children. Father Kevin has now 
moved to two parishes in Darlington and as more than one person was heard to say,
“Our loss is Darlington’s gain.”  God Bless You, Father Kevin.
Who's Who
Our Priests
Fr Dermott Donnelly (Partnership Dean)

Stanley, Dipton & Byermoor
Fr Tom McHale

Blackhill & Shotley Bridge
Fr Cornelius O'Connor

Lanchester & Annfield Plain
Fr John Bagnall

Consett, Brooms & Moorside

Our Deacons
Dcn David Westgarth
Dcn Shaun McGee
Dcn Chris Callan
Dcn Peter Smith
Dcn Paul Nichol

Our Schools
School Headteacher Telephone Website

Primary
St. Joseph's, Stanley Mrs A D Thorpe 01207 232624 www.stanley-pri.durham.sch.uk
St. Mary's, South Moor Mrs A Robson 01207 232189 www.stmarysrcprimary.org.uk
St. Patrick's, Dipton Mrs J Burgess 01207 570316 www.dipton.durham.sch.uk
Sacred Heart, Byermoor Mr P Naughton 01207 270396 www.sacredheartgateshead.org
All Saint's Lanchester Mrs F Stephenson 01207 520435 www.lanchester.durham.sch.uk
St. Mary's, Blackhill Mr D Miller 01207 502657 www.blackhill-st-marys-rc.durham.sch.uk
Our Lady & St Joseph, Brooms Mrs H Norman 01207 503979 ourladystjoseph@durhamlearning.net
St. Patrick's, Consett Mrs J M Gill 01207 588918 www.stpatricksrc-consett.durham.sch.uk
St. Pius X, Moorside Mrs J Cruise 01207 503604 www.st-piusx.durham.sch.uk

Secondary
St. Bede's Catholic School & Sixth Form Mr N Harrison 01207 520424 www.stbedes.durham.sch.uk
St Thomas More Catholic School Mr J Parkinson 0191 499 0111 www.stthomasmore.org.uk
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Focus on......   The School Faith Journey
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Focus on......   Pilgrimages.
Rome

Overseas pilgrimages
from area have a long
standing tradition and
have included most of
the popular sites over
the years.  Our most
recent excursion was a
5 day trip to Rome from
14th  to 18th October by
50 or so pilgrims from
across the breadth of Pontop Partnership including Fr Tom 
McHale, Fr John Bagnall and Dcn David Westgarth.

In amongst the 
sightseeing and 
relaxation were 
Masses at the 
Pontifical Beda 
College,  Saint 
Mary Major, 
Santa Maria 
dell’Anima an d 
Saint John 
Lateran as well 

as attendance at the
weekly audience with
Pope Francis at the
Vatican.
Planning is already
underway for the
2020 trip with the
obvious question,
“where next?”, first
on the agenda.

Walsingham
The Annual Pilgrimage to Walsingham has been a focus for
pilgrimage since the 11th century after Our Lady appeared 
to the wife of the Lord of the Manor of Walsingham. Our 
Lady showed her the house in Nazareth in which Gabriel 
announced the birth of Our Lord and asked that a replica 
be built in Walsingham.
This was done and pilgrims flocked there until 1538 when 
Henry 8th destroyed the shrine. It was restored and the 
first Catholic pilgrimage to the restored Slipper Chapel 
took place in 1897, and have continued ever since.
St Patrick’s Consett have made the annual pilgrimage for 
over 40 years. It started as a men’s pilgrimage, and has 
steadily evolved into a mixed group of pilgrims not only 
from Consett now including pilgrims from across Pontop 
Partnership, sending a group of forty five this year.

The pilgrimage starts on Friday morning with a long (7 – 8 
hours) journey to the pilgrim centre. After dinner we meet 
up in the Chapel for the pilgrim service, prayers and a 
homily. Saturday comprises Mass in the morning then we 
have an excursion to a local place of interest. After dinner 
we have the evening service which is usually a healing 
service where those of us who have health problems are 
anointed. The service finishes with a torchlight procession 
to the statue of Our Lady.
The highlight of the pilgrimage takes place on the Sunday 
morning with the Procession to the shrine, carrying the 
statue of our lady. The procession covers just over a mile 
from the pilgrim bureau to the Shrine and the Rosary is 
recited and hymns sung. This is followed by the Stations of 
the Cross, and then the Pilgrim Mass. The afternoon is free
although there is benediction at the shrine for those who 
want to take part.
 After evening prayer it is possible that pilgrims might be 
found in the six hundred and fifty year old pub in the 
village square. Actually there is no might about it. Praying 
is thirsty work!
The pilgrimage is a relaxed friendly affair and apart from 
making friends with new pilgrims we have become friendly
with a group from Rougely who stay during the same 
weekend as us and it is always a pleasure to meet up with 
them and catch up with the important events (aka gossip).
We return on the Monday after morning Mass, arriving 
back at about 5.00pm. 

Holy Island
A regular feature of the summer is our annual pilgrimage 
to Holy Island .  It isn't quite as well established as the 
Walsingham expedition but is a “grand day out”.  The 
timing of our visit is determined by the tides so it is very 
much a movable feast.  The established routine is to have 
Mass as soon as possible after we arrive  and then some 
time to wander around the island, hopefully enjoying 
some summer weather.  Whether you want to enjoy the 
history, the scenery, wildlife or the shops, pubs and cafes 
there is something for everyone.  Then having built up an 
appetite it is back on the bus before the the tide comes 
back in and down the coast to Seahouses for Fish and 
Chips and a last chance for souvenir shopping. 

Usually Mass is held in St Aidan's RC Church but we picked 
a very busy Saturday this year and had the pleasure of 
celebrating in the CofE Parish Church of St Mary The 
Virgin.  Our picture shows most of our pilgrims after Mass.
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A guided tour round St Peter's

St Paul's Outside The Walls

After Mass at St Mary Major



Focus on......   Anniversaries
In the last 6 months two of the churches in our partnership have celebrated significant 
anniversaries:  St Patrick's in Consett its 60th and Our Lady and St Joseph, Brooms its 150th.
So in this issue we have a look at the celebrations.
St Patrick's Consett
A full schedule of events has been put in place to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the opening of 
St. Patrick's starting at Pentecost.  It has included a 
pilgrimage on 4th September to the Carfin Grotto.  
This is situated in the Parish of St Francis Xavier's in 
the village of
Carfin, near
Motherwell in
North Lanarkshire,
and is Scotland's
National Shrine to
Our Lady of
Lourdes.  
On 6th September Fr Michael Hickey led a well 
attended day of reflection in the Church Hall.  

On the 20th September an 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill Fashion 
Show was held giving some of 
our budding fashion models a 
chance to strut their stuff.  
4th October saw a Jubilee 
Concert given by the ever 
popular Consett Citizens Choir.  
Many parishioners also marked 
the Jubilee by taking the 
opportunity to join the 

Partnership  Pilgrimage to Rome (see page 5).
Then on 5th November
there was a Jubilee Mass
celebrated by Bishop
Robert Byrne.   The church
was fittingly bedecked in
floral displays for the
occasion.  There was the
annual Midday Mass for
the Bereaved shared with
the sister parishes of Our
Lady and St Joseph,
Brooms and St Pius X
Moorside.  Further events are in the pipeline

A photographic 
display was also held 
in the hall as part 
bringing back many 
fond memories of the
last six decades.

Our Lady and St Joseph, Brooms
October 6th 2019 marked the 150th Anniversary of 
the dedication of Our Blessed Lady and St. Joseph 
Church, better known as Brooms, Leadgate.
The celebrations began
with the opening of an
exhibition of historic
photographs on Thursday
October 4th, curated by
Tommy Young and held in
St. Joseph’s Hall.  Next day
over 60 people from our Pontop Partnership of 
parishes met at a local hostelry for a celebratory 
meal which was enjoyed by all.

To acknowledge the 
importance of partnership 
in our diocese and local 
area, the flower arrangers 
from all of the parishes in 
the Pontop Partnership 
agreed to design an 

arrangement of flowers to be displayed in Brooms 
Church during the celebratory weekend, using  
autumnal colours. Thanks to the artistry and hard 
work of all involved the church looked  and formed a 
fitting backdrop to the main event of the weekend.
A partnership Mass was
concelebrated on Sunday
October 6th at Brooms,
officiated by Fr. John Bagnall
and Fr. Tom McHale and
included a liturgical dance on
the theme of ‘Joy of the Lord’
by our schoolchildren. Parishioners were delighted to
see Fr. Keoghan, Fr. Park and Bro. Jack Bell take part 
in the celebrations.

To conclude the very busy 
weekend, Consett Citizen 
Choir entertained 
parishioners with a concert, 
the highlight of which was the
community singing of the 
‘Brooms School’ song. 

Heartfelt thanks must go to the many people who 
contributed to a successful celebration in so many 
different ways. Many people commented that the 
Partnership mass was ‘so Brooms’ in content and 
worship.
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Do you want to know more about   ......  Our Lady of The Rosary, Shotley Bridge

In 1949 a new parish was established in 
Shotley Bridge. Prior to this, worshippers 
attended Blackhill, St Mary’s.  Fr John 
Kelly, who was the hospital chaplain at 
Shotley Bridge Hospital first began 
holding masses in the presbytery on 
Snows Green Road.  As the congregation
grew, the masses were held in a room at 
the King’s Head Pub in the village. 

The Church was built in 1952 with seating
for 120 and a church hall attached. The 
church architect was Anthony Joseph 
Rossi of Consett who also designed St 
Patrick’s Church in Consett.

In the early years,
for the May 
procession, the 
statue of Our 
Lady Immaculate 
had to be 
borrowed from 
Blackhill, St 
Mary’s,  after their
procession had 

taken place. Consequently Mrs Nicholson
decided that the parish should have their 
own and generously purchased the statue
we see today. The
statue of the
Sacred Heart, in
white marble with a
brown marble
cloak and heart,
was paid for and
donated by the
parishioners of
Blackhill. 

Most will
remember the
Sanctuary for its
mural, painted by
renowned local
artist and school
teacher Sheila
Mackie (1928-
2010).  Originally
it had been
intended as a triptych but permission was 
not given. Sadly, the mural was damaged 
by smoke in 2013 and can no longer be 
seen.

Since 1987, when Fr James Burke 
retired, Shotley Bridge has been served 
from Blackhill.  Fr Tom McHale has been 
serving the two parishes since 2013.  In 
recent years the parish has worked 
closely with her four sister parishes in the 
Consett area and since 2017 Fr Tom and 
Fr John Bagnall have served all five 
churches in  rotation, assisted and 
supported by Deacons David Westgarth, 
Shaun McGee and Chris Callan.

The church hall has been well used by 
parishioners and the local community. It 
still provides the meeting place for the 
Shotley Bridge Brownies Group.  Through
the 1960s and 70s there were also 
thriving Guides, Cubs and Scouts that 
had been established by Fr Jim Gunning.

Sunday mass is at 5:30 pm and there is a
weekday Mass on Monday mornings, 
followed by coffee and breakfast -  a 
weekly event which raises funds for the 
parish and many other causes.
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There are always lots of things to look forward to across Pontop Partnership, 
here are just a few - 

__________________________________________________________

The Catholic Church and the Bible Society have teamed up to 

encourage a Scripture revolution in the Church in England and

Wales. In 2020 the focus falls on the Bible as we have a Year 

of the Word through the initiative 'The God Who Speaks'.

Resources for Advent are available on the Diocesan Website 

at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/spirituality/spiritadvent19.php and 

include daily reflections and guidance on making a Jesse Tree

prayer station.

On the First Sunday of Advent, 1 December at 4.30 pm, Solemn Vespers will be 

celebrated at five locations simultaneously in the Diocese to mark the start of the year: 

Cathedral Church of St. Mary, Newcastle; St. Cuthbert’s Chapel, Ushaw College; 

English Martyrs and Ss Peter and Paul, Stockton; St. Mary’s Church, Hexham; and 

St. Ninians, Wooler.

Further resource will become available as the

year unfolds so keep you eyes open.  One

thing to keep your eyes open for in Newcastle

during 2020 is the Bible Dome, an initiative in

partnership with the Bible Society, bringing the

Bible alive through a powerful, immersive film

called Home360.

“The God Who 
Speaks” 
launches
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December 1st: 
Advent begins 

and also...

When's 
Christmas???
25th December

(As usual)

Loads of 
Advent 

activities
Check the 
newsletter!

Christmas Fayre
Jolly Drovers 

Friday 13th Dec @ 
12 Noon

£8.99/13.95/18.95

April
5th 

Palm Sunday
12th 

Easter Sunday

DRY 
JANUARY

December 23rd

Note for Dads 
Remember gift 

shopping 
tomorrow

26 February
Ash Wednesday

What am I 
doing?

1 March
Rite of Election
 at St Mary's 

Cathedral

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/spirituality/spiritadvent19.php

