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Why Pontop?
Our partnership of ten churches in North West Durham has been named Pontop because in the late 18th 
century the Catholics of our district came from near and far to Mass in the attic room of Pontop Hall near 
Dipton (then it was still illegal to practice the Catholic faith in the UK). Due to the need to maintain discretion 
the priest Fr. Leckonby called his chapel at Pontop Hall the "factory". In 1750 there were 145 worshippers at 
the "factory". The bravery of the Swinburne family who lived at Pontop Hall and the contribution that Pontop 
Hall made make this name significant in the history of the Catholic faith in the north of England and so 
'Pontop' is a fitting name for our new partnership.

Pontop Partnership is made up of 10 parishes in North West Durham

Mass times are correct at the time of printing.  Always check parish newsletters and social media for notice of changes.

Parish Contact Details (Hours shown are the times the office is normally open)
Parish Telephone Office Opening Email

St. Patrick's, Consett

01207 502196
Monday, Thursday and

Friday
9am – 2pm

consett.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.ukSt Pius X, Moorside

Our Lady & St Joseph, Brooms

All Saints, Lanchester
01207 520374

Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
8.30am – 11.30am

lanchester.allsaints@rcdhn.org.uk
St Teresa's, Annfield Plain

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Blackhill
01207 502320 Tuesday-Friday

10am-2pm
blackhill.ourblessedlady@rcdhn.org.uk

Our Lady of The Rosary, Shotley Bridge

St Joseph's, Stanley

01207 299012

Tuesday & Wednesday
9.30am – 2.30pm

Thursday
9.30am  - 12.30pm

stanley.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.ukSt Patrick's, Dipton

Sacred Heart, Byermoor
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AN INTRODUCTION FROM THE PARTNERSHIP DEAN
Lord, as we walk together on this journey of service let 
us hear your Word above the noise.  Let us feel your 
hand upon us as you guide our path and let us open our 
hearts and minds to the needs of our partnership, our 
diocese and the world beyond.

Pentecost Sunday marked the 2nd anniversary of the launch of
the new partnership arrangements across the Diocese.   Soon
after the launch we established our Partnership Development
Group, a group whose overall aim is to create a forum that is
generally representative of the clergy and the laity within the
partnership and that would give each community an equal voice. 
A real focus of the group over recent months has been to work
on a Partnership Development Plan and develop a network of
groups across the partnership to look at the areas of
Communications, Finance, Formation, Liturgy, Spirituality and Youth.   I hope the launch of our 
first Pontop magazine will give people a real insight into the life of the Church in our area, and 
that future editions will be a means to keep everyone more informed about partnerships, 
events and developments, which each and every one of us has been invited to share and play a
part in.
Fr Kevin
Who's Who
Our Priests
Fr Kevin Dixon (Partnership Dean)

Stanley, Dipton & Byermoor
Fr Tom McHale

Blackhill & Shotley Bridge
Fr Cornelius O'Connor

Lanchester & Annfield Plain
Fr John Bagnall

Consett, Brooms & Moorside

Our Deacons
Dcn David Westgarth
Dcn Shaun McGee
Dcn Chris Callan
Dcn Peter Smith
Dcn Paul Nichol

Our Schools
School Headteacher Telephone Website

Primary

St. Joseph's, Stanley Mrs A D Thorpe 01207 232624 www.stanley-pri.durham.sch.uk

St. Mary's, South Moor Mrs A Robson 01207 232189 www.stmarysrcprimary.org.uk

St. Patrick's, Dipton Mrs J Burgess 01207 570316 www.dipton.durham.sch.uk

Sacred Heart, Byermoor Mr P Naughton 01207 270396 www.sacredheartgateshead.org

All Saint's Lanchester Mrs F Stephenson 01207 520435 www.lanchester.durham.sch.uk

St. Mary's, Blackhill Mr D Miller 01207 502657 www.blackhill-st-marys-rc.durham.sch.uk

St. Patrick's, Consett Mrs J M Gill 01207 588918 www.stpatricksrc-consett.durham.sch.uk

St. Pius X, Moorside Mrs J Cruise 01207 503604 www.st-piusx.durham.sch.uk

Secondary

St. Bede's Catholic School & Sixth Form Mr N Harrison 01207 520424 www.stbedes.durham.sch.uk

St Thomas More Catholic School Mr J Parkinson 0191 499 0111 www.stthomasmore.org.uk
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The church is with you all along your journey through life, in
Baptism

Baptism is much more than a formal naming service and a 
good excuse for a nice party. Far more importantly, it is 
also the essential Sacrament that initiates the recipient 
into the Christian life. Those who are Baptised receive 
saving grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. This potentially 
enables them to enter in a real and close relationship with 
God that will enrich them not only for the remainder of 
this life but also for all eternity. People can begin this 
personal journey of faith at any age. If you are an adult and
you have not yet been Baptised, or you would like to seek 
Baptism for your children, contact your local parish priest 
and they’ll be happy to help you get started.

Holy Communion
On the night before he died, Jesus, took bread, blessed 
and broke it and gave it to his disciples,  saying that this 
was ‘His Body’. Then at the end of the meal, he took a cup 
of wine, blessed it  and told them to drink it as this was 
‘His Blood’. They were to do this in memory of him. 
When we celebrate Mass, Jesus is really present under the 
signs of bread and wine, and we, receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ, so that we can go out and be the Body of 
Christ to our world, caring for everyone in our
community.
During Year 4, our children, assisted by their
parents, the school and the parish, prepare
to celebrate the Sacrament while adults,
becoming members of the Church, follow
the RCIA programme, receiving their first
Holy Communion during the Easter Vigil on
Holy Saturday night.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Reconciliation (or Confession or Penance) is the
sacrament by which we, repenting and confessing
our sins, are forgiven by God and absolved through the
ministry of a priest. Sin causes a rift in our relationship 
with God and with one another. 
Reconciliation helps us experience God's mercy and love. It
sets us free from fear, guilt and shame. It  gives us healing 
and peace in our heart and our conscience. 
Jesus entrusted this sacrament to the church when he said 
to his apostles, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven. (John 20:22)
Regular celebration of this sacrament also helps us to grow
in grace and virtue.

Confirmation
This sacrament gives us the fullness of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.  On Wednesday 12th June, Bishop Robert was 
warmly welcomed to St Patrick’s Consett to confer the 
sacrament  on forty-one young people from our Family of 
Parishes.  Since February, candidates, priests and 
catechists have met regularly after school at St Bede’s to 
take part in the preparation programme. Many were also 
able to attend a one-day Retreat at Dukeshouse Wood in 
March. The commitment of all the young people to the 
programme has been exceptional, as has the support of 
their families and sponsors.
Those attending the Confirmation Mass commented on 
the beautiful music, readings and bidding prayers which all
were arranged and led by the candidates.
Afterwards, a shared table concluded and celebrated what 
had been a very special occasion .

Holy Orders
Each of us knows that the church needs both priests and 
deacons.   Sometimes young men (and some not so young)
may feel themselves being called to a life totally dedicated 
to the service of Christ and the Christian community in 
priestly ministry.  It may also be that the prompting comes 
from someone else who sees that potential in them; 
perhaps their parish priest, family or people they are 
working with already in parish ministry.
The same is true for Permanent Deacons, who generally 
combine a life of work and family with a ministry of service
to the Church.  They may feel the call themself or be 
prompted by others who know them well.  However the 
call arrives the first step is to discern if it really is the right 
step, either through talking to your parish priest or 
contacting the relevant Diocesan Vocations team.
Priests: www.rcdhn.org.uk/vocations/contact.php
Deacons:www.rcdhn.org.uk/vocdeacon/vocdeaconcontact.php

Marriage
Are you interested in getting married in the Church?
Pope Francis told engaged couples that marriage is like 
building a house: “You would not wish to build it on the 

shifting sands of emotions, but on the rock of true 
love, and that love comes from God.”

If you are interested then the get in touch 
with the Priest (details in this booklet). The 
Priest will then meet with you to discuss 
your wedding plans.
Hint: Speak to the priest before you book 
your venue!.

You will attend a preparation day with 
other engaged couples, led by a trained 

couple. The Priest will let you know about the 
paperwork and will guide you through the 

logistics of the wedding. 
Sacrament of the Sick 

In the Sacrament of the Sick, a person who is ill or suffering
is anointed with blessed oil by a priest. This is intended to 
strengthen the sick person and to absolve their sins. 
In the past the Sacrament was commonly known as the 
Last Rites.   This is just one important aspect of the 
Sacrament. Then it is the last ritual celebrated as a person 
nears death and may include not only anointing with oil 
but the reception of Holy Communion.
Yet the Sacrament is also available to people who are 
merely sick or who are facing surgery and can be 
administered more than once. The Sacrament reminds us 
that God is with us at every point of our lives, 
strengthening us and supporting us. 

Funerals
At a funeral we get our chance to say our farewell to those 
whose time in this life has come to a close.  We come 
together to be thankful for the joy they brought into our 
lives, to share in our sadness at their passing and to show 
loving support for one another in our grief.  
In all of this we affirm our Christian hope in life after 
death.
There is a range of funeral rites including a Requiem Mass, 
a Funeral Service at Church or at a crematorium.  Please 
tell the Funeral Director that the deceased person was 
Catholic so they can get in touch with us as soon as 
possible.
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the sacraments and in its work of charity and social action.
Journey of Faith (RCIA)

Journey of Faith is for those members of our community 
who wish to find out more about the Catholic Faith.  It is 
for both those who are thinking of becoming Catholic or 
who may just want to know more about their faith.
If it is the right thing to do for the individual they are 
received into the Church in the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (RCIA).  This is most usually celebrated at the 
Easter Vigil.
In our Partnership we have three groups which meet from 
about September time until just after Easter. The groups 
currently meet at St Pius X Moorside, All Saints Lanchester 
and St Joseph's Stanley.
It is not like school, so no homework or tests.  It is just a 
time of sharing and growing together in the Faith.

Devotions
Devotions are a way strengthening faith, developing 
spiritual life and community.  Regular partnership 
devotions include Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction, including Forty Hours devotion, allowing us to
spend time in Adoration.  There are also Eucharistic 
processions on the Feast of Corpus Christi.
A devotion to Our Blessed Lady
includes May processions in her
honour.  Also, parishioners join
together with praying of the Rosary
and a Novena to Our Lady.
Pilgrimages to the Marian shrines of
Lourdes and Walsingham, honour
our spiritual mother.  Parishioners
join in praying a novena to the Holy
Spirit and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Annually, a service is 
held to celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday.
Occasional devotions include an interactive exhibition 
“The Holy Shroud”  including a full sized copy of the 
shroud of Turin proved extremely popular. Details of 
devotional activities can be found in the parish newsletter 
and all are welcome to join in. 

SVP
The SVP has been active in our area for over 100 years 
tackling poverty in all its forms through the provision of 
practical assistance to those in need.
Need is broader than financial hardship, so visiting people 
who are sick, lonely or housebound is a significant portion 
of our work. The essence of this work is person-to-person 
contact and spending time with people is our greatest gift.
We offer friendship and practical help to all in need 
without regard to faith, ethnicity, status or sexual 
orientation. All our visitors adhere to our strict 
safeguarding policies and procedures and hold a current 
DBS certificate. Contact details for your local parish SVP 
can be found on your church notice board.

Visiting the sick and housebound
There comes a time when we may not be able to get to 
Church, for reason of age or illness.  We do not cease to be
part of our church community when this happens.  Across 
all our parishes we ensure those who want it are visited, 
both to be brought Holy Communion but also to have 
contact with their parish community.  If you would like to 
be visited or know someone who would then please let 
your local parish know.

Overseas Projects
The principles of Catholic Social Teaching ask us to help 
people who are poor, who don’t have enough food, a safe 
place to live or a community. In the Pontop Partnership of 
parishes we fulfil this idea in many ways, looking after our 
brothers and sisters overseas. All of our parishes 
participate in Missio, the Catholic Church’s official charity 
for overseas mission and CAFOD, the official agency of the 
Catholic Church in England and Wales. Some of our 
parishes choose to support specific projects around the 
world and these include Fr. Daniel in Ghana, Fr. Cullen’s 
Preda Foundation in Indonesia, Fr. Savres’ Balamma 
Satram at Holy Family in India, Fr. Brown’s Liberia project, 
Aid to the Church in Need and  Leprosy Mission. Through 
the St. Vincent De Paul Society, several parishes support 
baby feeding stations in Sudan. With donations of food 
and clothing some Pontop Partnership parishes assist the 
Refugee and Asylum Project in Newcastle.

Youth Ministry
We are blessed in this partnership to have the Youth 
Village on our doorstep; however, there is so much more 
going on across our parishes than within the boundaries of

YMT. The effect of the mission last 
December has been felt, especially in 
the ‘Event’ for Primary schools which 
has had a great turnout. This has 
continued the mission ethos of adults 
and young people working together to
praise God in new and exciting ways.
Our ‘Minnie Vinnies’ in our schools are

a great witness to the mission of St. 
Vincent de Paul, while in our parishes, Youth Friday 
provided a great opportunity to hear what some of our 
wonderful young people have been up to. We are proud of
their openness and willingness to grow.

Legion of Mary
The object of the Legion of Mary is the glory of God 
through the holiness of its members developed by prayer 
and active co-operation in Mary’s and the Church’s work.  
It was founded in Dublin in 1921 and is a lay catholic 
organisation whose members give service on a voluntary 
basis.  Its priority is the spiritual and social welfare of each 
individual.  The members participate in the life of the 
parish through visitation of families, the sick, both in their 
homes and in hospitals and through collaboration in every 
apostolic and missionary undertaking sponsored by the 
parish.  In Pontop Partnership our local 'praesdium' is 
based at St. Mary's Blackhill.

Social Activities
From pie and peas to afternoon teas: our partnership has 
it all! A luncheon club, the newly formed Men’s group and 
theatre trips are all great occasions to spend time 
together, and to make new friends within our partnership. 
There are quizzes and parties, tea dances and bingo! Some
events are regular features, others are one off’s – so keep 
an eye on notice boards and our Facebook pages so you 
don’t miss out. It’s not about the money (not all the time 
anyway!), it’s about friendship, community and fun! 
Support the garden parties and fayres happening across 
the partnership this summer and perhaps when you’ve 
finished  eating cake, then join a partnership walk to burn 
off some of those calories.
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Focus on......   Journey in Faith
In this, our first issue, we are focussing on the experiences of those who have been involved in 
Journey in Faith:  Three whose journey was towards joining the Church and one from the 
standpoint of a catechist.
Dennis Cowley - 2019
After  50 years married to a Catholic and happy 
supporting her and my children without any wish to 
convert. I saw that the church was
running a course, Journey in Faith,
and decided to attend  as there
was much that I did not
understand.
I imagined that the content would
be factual based on the giving of
information / explanation etc.
However it was much more than that.  Gradually the 
sessions challenged me to think more about faith, 
spirituality , prayer etc.
Midway through I started to consider if I wanted to 
convert to Catholicism . I thought not, but decided to 
let things proceed and see what developed as no 
pressure was being put on me.
As Easter approached my conviction had developed 
into a realisation that this was the right direction for 
me and I must say that the Easter Saturday service 
when I was accepted into the church was a very 
moving experience that had a profound effect on me.
I am now looking forward to continuing in my 
Journey of Faith.

Lestrine Kelly - 2015
"I have always had a sense of faith, right from my 
early 20's and believed in the love, care and support 
from God. When our first granddaughter was born, 
and then baptised, I realised that
she would be growing up and
learning about the Catholic faith.
Being an inquisitive soul, or as
my husband would say 'nosey', I
decided to come along to our
parish Journey in Faith course. I
found it very rewarding and felt
that I began to understand more about the love of 
God and how he helps us with our life's journey. I 
wasn't ready to fully commit at the end of the course 
so then came along for another 3 years, gradually 
becoming ever more sure before feeling ready. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the learning and felt that each 
year there was always something new to think about.
We now worship as a family and it's wonderful to 
have a shared faith and to feel part of our 
community.

Barry Shaw - 2006
My journey to faith through the RCIA group
I completed the RCIA in 2006 at Blackhill parish under
parish priest Father Doyle.
The initial reason for attending the programme was 
selfish, I did it for me. I always
attended Mass weekly with my wife,
but could never fully participate in the
mass. So I wanted to be able to
experience fully all the mass, as I felt I
was missing out.
The programme gave me much more
than this, “Understanding”. Each
week we discussed different topics, covering catholic 
teachings and beliefs, some of these took some 
understanding, this is still part of the ongoing 
process.
I found the whole experience fantastic.
I returned to the programme in 2007 and assisted in 
the session to support future candidates and have 
been attending the group each year since to assist.
It’s like “The Parable of the Talents”, Matthew 25: 
14.30  I received my Talent through the RCIA group 
and need to expand and pass this on.

Jim McArdle – Journey of Faith Catechist
I became involved with the RCIA four years ago when
I was asked by a friend to sponsor her through the 
programme. I was asked the
following year to become one of
the team of catechists and have
been involved since. Our role is to
lead the various sessions which
make up the programme. This is a
very rewarding role in many ways.
Not only do we get to help
candidates on their journey
towards becoming Catholics, but
we also get to know them personally and become 
friends. Personally I have benefited a lot from the 
courses over the last three years. I have often been 
confronted with something which has made me 
consider my attitudes and opinions, sometimes 
confirmed , other times needing revising. The length 
of the programme, seven months, requires 
commitment but it is one which is very worthwhile.
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Do you want to know more about   ......  St. Teresa’s Church, Annfield Plain

The Church of St. Teresa of the Child 

Jesus is dedicated to St. Teresa of 

Lisieux, the Little

Flower.  It is a

relatively small red

brick building built in

1953 and situated in

its own extensive

grounds – the land for

the building of the

church was kindly

donated by the

National Coal Board.  The walls of the 

church were blessed on 2nd December, 

1953 and the church was opened shortly 

afterwards by Bishop McCormack on 17th

December, 1953.  Two parishioners had 

supplied and fitted the altar rails and other

parishioners contributed to the purchase 

of the Stations of the Cross.

The parish boundaries were

formed by altering the

existing boundaries of St.

Joseph’s Parish, Stanley and

St. Patrick’s Parish, Dipton.  A

grotto showing Our Lady and

the Child Jesus is situated in

the grounds outside the front

of the church and presbytery. 

Throughout the life of the

parish the church has been

reordered and extended as

required.  In 1972 the church

was extended to add an area for 

combined church/social use.  Fr. 

Cornelius O’Connor,  the present parish 

priest, resides at All Saints Church in 

Lanchester and retired priest Fr. Bernard 

Pitt lives in the 

presbytery at 

Annfield Plain.   All 

Saints and St. 

Teresa’s now work 

together, sharing a 

number of church 

services and social 

events.

The Mass at St. 

Teresa’s begins at 4.15pm on Saturday 

evening.  The revised Mass times 

following the formation of the Pontop 

Partnership have resulted in an increased

attendance at this Mass.   Apart from our 

regular Masses, there is ‘Transfigure’ a 

lay led prayer group meeting at 7pm on 

the second Thursday of each 

month.  This also has support 

from other parishes.  The 

Rosary has been recited for 

over 30 years following the 

regular Wednesday morning 

Mass at St.Teresa’s - 

refreshments are provided 

afterwards.

Social events are an important

aspect of parish life.  These 

include a monthly Pie, Pea 

and Bingo session and a 

Luncheon Club is held on the 

first Wednesday of each month.  Both are

open to all members of the local 

community.
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There are always lots of things to look forward to across Pontop Partnership, 
here are just a few - 

We like a good procession.
Fatima 100th Anniversary Procession 2017

Sometimes we just like to go for a walk.
Partnership Ramble May 2019
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July 20th: 
Pilgrimage to 
Holy Island

December
Advent 

Calendar due

September
Preparation 

for 
Sacraments 

begins

August
16th -19th
Walsingham 
Pilgrimage

St Patrick's 
60th Jubilee

Loads of 
events

Christmas 
Party ???

October
Look out for 

Marian 
devotions

November
Month of the 
Holy Souls / 
Remembrance 

Day


