
 

4th Sunday of Advent - Year A -22nd December 2019 
 

 
  

 

God is with us and He saves 
 

In this weekend’s First Reading, Isaiah delivers the famous prophecy: “The young maiden is              
with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Emmanuel, a name that means                   
‘God-is-with-us’.” Then our Gospel Reading tells us that Mary fulfilled these words when she              
gave birth to Jesus. This nicely sets the stage for our annual celebration of Christmas next                
Wednesday. 
 

It’s interesting, however, that the angel in Joseph’s dream instructs him to call the child ‘Jesus’                
rather than ‘Emmanuel’. This name is a variant form of ‘Joshua’, the successor of Moses who                
led the Israelites into the Promised Land, and it literally means: “He saves.” As the angel                
explains to Joseph, the child “… is the one who is to save his people from their sins.” 
 

The amazing truth is that Jesus actually lived up to both of the prophesied names. He was                 
literally God incarnate, and he took on human form for the express purpose of saving us from                 
our sins. Jews to this day struggle to accept the possibility that the transcendent and               
all-powerful God they believe in would ever humble himself to become human—let alone die              
on a cross to expiate humanity’s sins. But we believe in St. John’s testimony that: “God is                 
love”. So we don’t think that God really diminished himself in doing either of these things. On                 
the contrary, he showed us the true immensity of his love in a way that exceeded our wildest                  
hopes. 
 

The name ‘Christian’ is one that we have chosen for ourselves. The question we need to                
ask—not just during the holiday season but at all times—is how well we’re living up to the                 
legacy of perfect love that Jesus calls us to inherit.  
 
 

Fr Tom McHale 
(except Monday) 
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GENERAL NOTICES 
Around the Partnership 

 
Merry Christmas! Fr. John, Fr. Tom and our Deacons, David, Shaun and Chris, would like to              
extend a heartfelt “Thank you!” to all of the people in our parishes, especially those who help                 
out throughout the year with various ministries and volunteer roles. We won’t start naming              
names for fear of missing anyone out, but you all know who you are. Your support for us is                   
invaluable and deeply enriches our own ministry. We wish all parishioners and their families a               
very blessed and happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 
 
Confirmation Programme 2020: Our programme for the Pontop Partnership this academic           
year will be launching in January. Any young people who have not yet been Confirmed, and                
who are Year 9 or above in Secondary School, are most welcome to join. (If you know anyone                  
who qualifies and who is unlikely to read this notice, please tell them about it!) It’s very                 
important that prospective candidates and their parents should attend, if possible, whichever            
is most convenient of two Information and Registration meetings that will be held on Sunday               
12th January: 5:30pm at All Saints, Lanchester or 7pm at St. Patrick’s, Consett. If you have any                 
questions or concerns about Confirmation, please do not hesitate to contact either Fr. Tom or               
Fr. John, who will be happy to discuss the matter with you.  

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy: The  Diocesan  Academy  Policy  has  been  revised  with 
the  aim  that  our  diocesan  schools  will  become  academies within  one  of  four  Diocesan 
education  trusts  by  July  2022.  Underpinning  the  Diocesan  Academy  Policy  is  the desire 
and need to ensure the promotion, preservation, protection and future development of 
Catholic education within the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle so that it is fit for the mission 
of the Church. 
There are 156 schools in our diocese educating 53,600 children. 45 of our schools are currently 
academies. The implementation of this policy will happen in two stages:Stage 1: consolidation 
of existing academies and trusts into one base trustStage 2: conversion of voluntary aided 
schools to academy status within their regional trust. Whenever voluntary aided schools 
convert to academy status, they will join their single regional trust as equal partners with all 
schools within the trust. 
All schools in the region will be included in the process from the outset. In establishing these 
trust structures and having a single system in our Diocese, we aim to ensure that the children 
and young people in our schools will continue to receive the very best educational 
opportunities and life fulfilling experiences, within communities which have the teachings of 
Christ and his Church at the very centre. 
A Catholic trust model where every school has its place will mean that no individual school will 
be left isolated or vulnerable in a rapidly changing environment. It will ensure that the 
uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated and the unique contribution of each is 
recognised and appreciated. In order for this policy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects all 
schools to continue to work together as a Diocesan family for the good of Catholic education 
in our Diocese. Through the trust structures the aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding 
strength and capacity to our system and ensuring that all schools are supported and included. 
In this way we will better fulfil the mission of Catholic education within the Church. 



 

Spain Martyrs and Mystics Pilgrimage 2020: Our Pilgrimage for 2020 is to be held on 21st – 
25th September 2020. We will fly to Madrid from Edinburgh Airport (transport supplied at £20 
per person return). Our hotel is in Salamanca where we will stay for the full 4 nights and will 
be half board dinner, bed and breakfast. A fully guided itinerary will include visits to 
Salamanca, Valladolid, Tordesillas, Segovia and Avila. We will enjoy mass on each of the days 
and also a chance to try the Castilian cuisine. The cost is £780 per person based on two sharing 
(single supplement £140 extra). If you would like to join us in what will be a wonderful journey 
you will need to fill in a booking form and supply a copy of your passport and pay a £200 
deposit by Friday 3rd January 2020. First Come First Served!!!. Booking forms are available 
from                 St. Patrick’s Parish Office Telephone 502196 email stpatrickconsett@aol.com 

The Crafty Ladies Group, the Lounge, St Patrick’s Church Hall: would be most grateful if you 
could donate any odd balls of wool you have no use for, especially double knitting and chunky, 
as our stock of wool is very low.  We knit blankets for the Red Cross, trauma teddies, shoe box 
gifts and knitted goods for our Stall at the Christmas Fayre to raise funds for the Church. Wool 
can be left at the presbytery, the office or Piety Stall. This is a well attended group but new 
members are most welcome. We meet every Monday, except Bank Holidays, 
10.00am-12noon. Look forward to seeing you there! Thank you. Margaret McArdle. 

 

Around the Diocese 

Admission Appeals Panel Members: The Diocesan Department for Education welcomes 
applications from Catholic persons willing to be considered as lay or non-lay members of 
appeal panels for school admissions. Suitable persons will be appointed to serve on panels 
hearing appeals for Catholic schools within The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. Please see 
poster for more details or the Diocesan vacancies website. 

Lenten Retreat For Young Adults (aged 18-35) at Stanbrook Abbey 6-8 March 2020. £30 per 
person. For more information and to book, contact Sophie Taylor. 
Email:spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk. Phone: 0191 4100776. 

Diocesan Church Music Association: The Diocesan Church Music Association have set up a link 
on their page of the Diocesan website, asking parish musicians to sign up to give them an idea 
of the resources around the Diocese and to keep people up to date with news of workshops 
etc.  If you would like to sign up the form can be found on the Diocesan website, clicking on 
'Departments', then 'Liturgy', then Diocesan Church Music Association.  Scrolling down will 
reveal a paragraph headed 'Join our mailing list'. 

 

 

 

 



 

St Mary’s News and Notices  

 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
Sunday 22nd December 2019: Mary O’Connor, Michael O’Connor, Kath Bowman, Tina 

McAloon, Elizabeth Murray. 

 

Sunday 29th December 2019: Moira McCoy, Catherine O’Sullivan, Colleen Gardiner, David 

Pollard, Jennifer Rowntree. 

 

Retiring Collections:    This Week: Advent Alms. 

                                                                      Christmas Day: Friends of the Holy Land. 

 

Sanctuary Candle: Anyone wishing to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle at a cost of £10, for one 

week, in memory of a deceased relative or a special intention, please leave information at the 

presbytery, with Margaret Alderson. This week the candle will burn in loving memory of Baby 

James Logan Butler. Next week the candle will burn in Thanksgiving & Hope to The Sacred 

Heart, St. Jude & St. Raphael. 

 
Breakfast Club: Will be returning on Sunday 12th January 2020 after 9.30am  Mass. Isobel and 

her ‘Team’ would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas & a Healthy & Peaceful New Year. 

 

300 Club Winners:   £200  C Gardiner,  £100 M Alderson,   £50 M Welch,   £30  Mr D Quinn. 

Thank you for your support. We will be collecting for 2020 in January. There are 50 spare no’s 

if anyone is wanting to join. 

 

Christmas Hamper Raffle: Winners are posted on notice board at the back of church. Thank 

you for your support. 

 

Change of Office Hours: Please note new office hours. Tues, Wed. Thurs  10am-2pm. Fri. 

10am-12noon.  Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter items to be in office by Tuesday evening please.                          Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Thurs. 10am-2pm. Fri. 10am-12noon  
Tel: 01207-502320    Email:stmarysblackhill@outlook.com. 



 

 
Our Lady’s News and Notices 

  

Anniversaries:  Margaret Mary Nicholson. 

Pray for the Sick 

James Baker. 

 Readers:  

Dec 22nd Barbara Powell 

Dec 25th Sue and John Shaw. 

Dec 29th R Fenwick 

Eucharistic Ministers:  

For the Altar, Dec 22nd S Smith & D Watson, Dec 25th and Dec 29th T B A . 

For the sick, Dec 22nd T Dixon & S Smith, Dec25th and Dec 29th T B A. 

 Cleaners:  

J Grady & D Goule other dates to be advised. 

Retiring Collection:   January 5th Racial Justice. 

Coffee Mornings: They will re-commence on January 6th. 

Service of the Word and Communion: Please note that there will NOT be a service on Tuesday                 
24th, Christmas Eve but there will be a service on December 31st New Years Eve at the normal                  
time of 10.00am.. 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  



 

Items for the Newsletter Items for the newsletter to be in the church post box or by e                   
mail to rayfenwick@talktalk.net by 10.00am Tuesday morning. 

 



 

St Patrick’s News and Notices 

Readers:     22nd December B Bowley 

                     29th December T Davison 

Ministers:   22nd December M Walton, J McMenamin, T Mulholland, C Robson, C Thirlwell 

                     29th December P Thirlwell, P Walls,C Westgarth, M Westgarth,R Wright  

Retiring Collections: This Week: SVP      Next Week: SVP 

Services this week:  Service of the Word and Holy Communion Monday 10am. Novena to Our 

Lady Monday 7.00pm.  

Divine Mercy Chaplet: Is said every first Friday of the month at 9.30am followed by Holy Mass. 

Christmas Fayre:  A massive thank you to all who helped with the Christmas Fayre. We raised 

an amazing £962 on the day. Also thank you to everyone who donated prizes and cakes. There 

are still some Door Raffle prizes unclaimed – blue tickets 46, 175, 208, 230, 358 and 363. 

These prizes can be collected f of the Parish Office. 

Poinsettias: If you would like to donate a Poinsettia plant for the Christmas decoration of Our 

Lady’s Altar, please do so by Sunday 22nd December. Many thanks. 

300 Club November winners: 
£20 No. 76 Ian Bowley.      £10  No. 53 Maggie Quinn.        £10 No. 166 Eileen Dixon 
 
Church Hall: Please note, when booking an event, party, meeting in the Church Hall, you MUST 
fill in a booking form which is available either by email or from the Hall Manager, Gale Smith. 
This is to avoid any confusion over bookings. Thank you 
 
 
Notice Board:  All items for the Church notice board must first be shown to Fr John.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter items: All items for the newsletter to be in by 6pm Tuesday evening to               

stpatricknews@aol.com 



 

St Pius News and Notices 

Christmas Eve Mass:  We will be having carols from 7pm.  Anyone who wishes to sing as part 
of a choir just sit at the back on the left hand side of Church.  All are welcome. 

Christmas Raffle:  An amount of £276 has been raised for Church Funds.  Winners list is on the 
noticeboard in the foyer.  Many thanks to all who contributed prizes and brought tickets. 

Poinsettia's:  Any one who has not as yet written a card for their plant or who needs to pay, 
please see Christina Parkin as soon as possible. 

Red Boxes:  We have banked £338.79 for this cause.  Many thanks to all who contribute. 

Food Bank: A box is now permanently available in the entrance foyer for donations.  Should 
you wish to donate money for food, or help with the taking of donations to Glenroyd House, 
please speak to Maria Devlin. 

Service of the Word & Holy Communion: Wednesday 10 am (Also Monday 10 am if no Mass) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  From 9.30 am before 10 am Mass each Thursday. 

Benediction on Wednesday Evenings:  Each Wednesday evening from 6.00 pm there is 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with Evening Prayer at 6.45pm followed by Benediction. 
Please take this opportunity to come and spend some time in prayer at the midpoint of your 
week. 

100 Club: Please consider joining this club. Numbers are 50p per week and all profits go to 
Church Funds. Winning numbers are on the notice board. Prizes of £50, £20 and 3 x £10 
awarded monthly 

Coffee Mornings: After 9.30am Mass on Sundays and 10am Mass on Mondays – always a great 
way to catch up.  

Parking: Please consider our neighbours when parking your car. 

Statue of Our Lady:  With Mr & Mrs Dunn. There are vacancies on the rota to have the statue 
of Our Lady for one week at a time.  If you want to join there is a list at the back of Church. 

Church Cleaning Rota:  16th December – Group A  –  L Elliot and M Thompson 

Ministries:  29th December 2019:  

Reader:   Maria Devlin             Extraordinary Minister:   Patsy Bushby 

 

Newsletter Items: By 6pm Tuesday to 7, Consett Park Terrace or 

susan.j.mcgee@btopenworld.com   



 

Our Lady and St Joseph’s News and Notices 

Eucharistic Ministers: December 21st M. Murphy, P. McNally, C. Wilks, 

December 24th J. Fenwick, R. Dixon, C. Wilks, 

December 28th M. Harker, J. Carr, M. McCabe 

Readers: December 21st J. Boyle December 24th A. Temperley, 

 December 28th C. Wilks 

660 Club Winning Numbers 

(£250) – 83   (£20) – 622   (£10) – 221   (£5) – 90 

Rosaries: 

Thank you for your kind response to the appeal for Rosary Beads. Brooms School now has 
enough for the children.  

Retiring Collections: 

Thank you for your generosity in donating to the Christmas Flower appeal, the total raised was 
£138. 

1p and 2p Sudan SVP Appeal at Brooms: 

Please keep donating your 1p and 2p coins to this worthy cause. £1.00 worth of your copper 
feeds a baby for a week. Thank you for your generous contributions so far, which makes a 
total of £1,678 

Justice and Peace Refugee Project (Our Lady of Lourdes Centre, Newcastle) 
Thank you for your generosity over this year. 18,000 bags of food have been collected from 
the Summerhill centre in Newcastle. Stocks which are currently very low are tins of tomatoes 
and baked beans. As weather is turning cold refugees would also be grateful for any warm 
coats and shoes. Thank you! 

Thought for the Week: 
‘What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the future. 
It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that every 
path may lead to peace’ - Agnes M. Pharo. 

 

 

Partnership Newsletter Rep for Brooms: 
All newsletter items must be received by Tuesday evening. Contact Christine Wilks on 01207 

501869 or wilksc68@yahoo.com 



 

Anniversaries: 

St Mary’s: Teresa Daly, Ken Gibson, Jim Robinson, Baby Joan Grugan, James Anthony 
Agnew, Ivon Lyon, Francis Quinn, Mary Young, Charles Johnson, Margaret Jordan, Cecilia 
Campbell, Agnes McCourt, Dennis Morris, Theresa Margaret Ayton, Joan Allison, Teresa 
Green, Christina Cantrell, Mary Adams, George Thompson, Cecilia Doran, Evelyn 
Mulholland, Hugh Toner, Mary Cecilia Reddington, Margaret Featherstone, Billy McGurk, 
Maria Rosa Parisi,  

St. Patrick’s: Molly Williamson, Mary Lydon, John Donaghy, Nora Conroy, Williband 
Homma, Catherine Boyle, Gerard Fullen, John Donnelly, Kitty Donaghy, Margaret Collins, 
Thomasina Maughan, Brendan Reed, Anne Marie Beavis, James Brown, Robbie Vallely, 
Cathy Lumb, Kathleen Page, John Rogan. 

St Pius X: William Saunders Carson, Thomas James Hall, Lillian Innes and Rita Travell. 

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Mary Wilks, Wilf Herdman, Kathleen Grogan, David R. Fountain, 
Thomas A. Williamson. 

 
 

Those who are sick in our Parish 
We keep in our prayers  

St Mary’s:   Paul Wass, Ryan McBeath, Tilly Lockey, Kieran Richard Atkinson, Amelia Burns, 
Norman Riches, Ethan White, James Thomas English, David Sizmy, Eileen Fannon, 
Mary Barnes, Arron Armstrong, Rita Atkinson, Freya Simpson, Maddy Kennedy, Mark Adams, 
Jack Nugent, Donna Philips, Joan Kennedy, Tom Slane, Tony Quinn, Julianne Kennedy, 
John Winch, Eileen Haughey, Catherine Murphy, Jimmy McGuigan, Catherine Hester, 
David Oliver, Teresa Rogan, Sarah June Quinn, Thomas Eccles, John Ross. 

Our Lady of the Rosary:  James Baker 

St. Patrick’s: Eileen Fish, Margaret Heslop, Anna Bradley, Martin Rogan, Cheryl Reilly, Judith 
Hindmarsh,  Nora Robson, Veronica Naisbett, Geraldine Donnelly, Bob Thomas, 
Margaret Naughton 

St Pius:  Ivy Agnew, Joseph Agnew, Gerry Akers, Dot Atherton, Marie Atherton, Martin Daly, 
Rita Daly, Ann Hodgson, Paul Hunt, Nancy Malone, Gerry McArdle, Joan McGee, Danny 
Morton, Robert Nixon Jr., Charlie O'Donnell, Jade Telford. 

Our Lady & St Joseph’s: Sue Robertson, Rose Jackson, Thomas Williamson,  

Doreen Peveller. 

 

 



 

Partnership Prayer 

 

Risen Christ, from your abundant grace, 
pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.  

As we build on the deep foundations of faith 
laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede 
may our Partnerships continue the mission 

of building your Kingdom on the earth: 
to give living witness to your love, 

and to your compassion and hope for our world. 
We pray in trustful confidence 
that your power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St Patrick’s: every Saturday 11am - 11.50am or by appointment or on request. 

Our Lady and St Joseph’s: Saturday evening from 4.45pm - 5.15pm 

St Pius X: Thursday morning from 9.30am - 9.55am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

St Mary’s: every Tuesday morning 10.30 - 11.30am. 

Our Lady of the Rosary: every Friday 9.30 - 10.00am 

St Pius X: An hour before Mass on Monday, Wednesday at 6.00pm and half an hour before 
communion services on Wednesday. 

St Patrick’s: Half an hour before each weekday mass with recital of morning prayer of the 
church. Saturday 11.00am - 12 Noon exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Saturday 

of the month from 11.00am - 12 Noon and after Mass until 4.00pm.  

Novena to Our Blessed Lady:  St Patrick’s Monday at 7.00pm 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: Is said every first Friday of the month at 9.30am 

Baptism Preparation Form 

Please deliver the completed form to St Mary’s or St Patrick’s Presbytery. If you have any 
queries ring St Mary’s 502320 or St Patrick’s on 502196 


